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Vanessa B. Morrison 

Adrian College -- Department of Teacher Education 

110 S. Madison Street, Adrian, MI 49221 

Work: 517-264-3952 

vmorrison@adrian.edu 

 

Education 

 

Doctor of Philosophy -- Reading & Language Arts Education (2005). Oakland University. 

Dissertation Title: Meaning Making Through Small Group, Peer-Led Discussions of Narrative 

and Informational Texts: A Case Study 

Teacher Certification Program. University of Detroit-Mercy. 

Master of Arts in Teaching (M.A.T.). Oakland University, Rochester Hills.  

Bachelor of Arts -- Communication Studies. University of Michigan, Ann Arbor. 

 

Teaching Experience 

Full, Tenured Professor: Teacher Education Department, Adrian College. 

 

Teaching Experience 

Professor: 2007-Present, Department of Education, Adrian College. My primary responsibility 

is teaching 12 credits each semester. 

 

Courses Taught: 

T ED 204 – Education Psychology (3 Credits) 

T ED 320 – Creative Programs for Young Children (3 Credits) 

T ED 208 – History and Geography for the Elementary Teacher (3 Credits) 

T ED 209 – Civics, Government, and Economics for the Elementary Teacher (3 Credits) 

T ED 242 – Multicultural Education in the 21st Century (3 Credits) 

T ED 346 – Literacy in the Content Areas (3 Credits) 

T ED 357 – Teaching Writing in Grades PK-6 (3 Credits) 

T ED 358 – Reading in the 21st Century (3 Credits) 

T ED 359 – Teaching of Reading II (3 Credits) 

T ED 347 – Children’s Literature (3 Credits) 

T ED 348 – Adolescent Literature (3 Credits) 

T ED 364 – Methods and Materials for Early Childhood Education (3 Credits) 

T ED 376 – Teaching Social Studies and Language Arts in the Elementary Schools (3 Credits) 

T ED 399 – Professional Internship (4 Credits) 

T ED 401 – Child Care Administration (3 Credits) 

T ED 400 – Associate Teaching (supervision of student teaching -- various) 

T ED 444 – Associate Teaching Seminar (1 Credit) 

T ED 347 – Children’s Literature (3 Credits) 

T ED 348 – Adolescent Literature (3 Credits) 

TED 499 B – STREAM: Engineering for Elementary Students (3 Credits) 

TED 499 A -- STREAM for Elementary Students (3 Credits) 
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TED 501 – Introduction to Curriculum and Instruction (3 Credits) 

T ED 572 – The Written Curriculum (3 Credits) 

TED 574 – The Assessed Curriculum (3 Credits) 

T ED 581 -- Inquiry-Based Reading Instruction (3 Credits) 

T ED 580 – School Law (3 Credits) 

T ED 582 – Urban Education (3 Credits) 

T ED 583 – Second Language Teaching and Learning (3 Credits) 

T ED 584 – Literacy in the Content Area (3 Credits) 

T ED 506 – Education Research (3 Credits) 

T ED 507 – Thesis/Project (3 Credits) 

 

Faculty Hall of Fame – September 2025 

Featured guest in the Dean’s Report – 2013. 

Faculty nominated and recipient of the prestigious Excellence in Teaching Award 2014. 

Adrian College Commencement Speaker – December 2014. 

 

Chair: Department of Teacher Education, Adrian College (Summer 2024- Present; and Fall 

2013-Summer 2016). 

Responsibilities include: course assignment and load weight for faculty and adjunct; department 

budget allocation; alignment of teacher education courses with those of other departments; 

regular update of college catalog and student teaching handbook, regular updated reports to the 

Vice-President and Dean of Academic Affairs; monthly department meetings; and general 

department work.  

 

Graduate Coordinator of the Teacher Education Department.  

 

Department Work:  

 

o Writer – AC Secondary Social Studies Program – Fall 2024; 

o Writer – AC Elementary Program – Fall 2021; 

o Created new course – T ED 242 – Multicultural Education in the 21st Century; 

o Program Reviewer (MDE) for Farris State University – Summer 2021; 

o Program Reviewer (MDE) for other Teacher Preparation Institutions in the state of 

Michigan 2010-2012;  

o Created and authored the Language Art major and the PA 118 Matrix for the Reading 

Diagnosis course; 

o Adrian College representative on DARTEP;  

o Committee member for TEAC/CAEP;  

o Committee member for Graduate Thesis and Projects; 

o Faculty Chair for Graduate Thesis and Projects; 

o Member on IB Committee with Adrian Public Schools and Adrian College regarding 

their Primary Years Program;  

o Liaison for the department and the IB preschools;  

o Writer of various documents for the Teacher Education Department – including a 

complete update of the Student Teaching Handbook;  

o Work with faculty across campus on various tasks including MDE mandates;  
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o Committee member of the Adrian College Graduate Council; 

o Semester-long workshop – Teaching Writing to Elementary Students; 

o Supervise study skill sessions for students taking the PRE in reading. 

 

Coordinator of Student Teaching: Taught and facilitated the weekly seminar class for student 

teachers (elementary, secondary, K-12). Assisted Career Planning with the annual College to 

Classroom event (original creator of this event – Boot Camp for Teacher Candidates). 

 

Placement Coordinator: Assisted with placement and supervision of Student Teachers. 

Schedule and conduct informational meetings each semester for all Student Teachers prior to 

their student teaching semester. 

 

College Service/Governance: 

o Academic Status & Review (2009-2010; 2015-2017; 2017- Present) 

o Institutional Review Committee – 2016-2018 

o Teaching Writing for Elementary Teachers (1 credit course taught -- Fall 2017) 

o Teaching Online – Faculty Facilitator (2016-2017) 

o Adrian College – HLC Team (2017-2019) 

o DARTEP/MDE (2012-2017) 

o New Faculty Mentorship Program (2013-2018) 

o Ad Hoc Graduate Website (2015-2016) 

o Ad Hoc Special Education (2015-2016) 

o Ad Hoc Distance Learning (2014-2016) 

o Adrian Public Schools – After School Enrichment Programs (2012-2019) 

o Adrian Public Schools – Reading Tutorial Program (2009-2019) 

o Adrian Public Schools -- Reading Project (2014-2015) 

o Ad Hoc CORE: (2013-2014) 

o Secretary of the Adrian College Faculty (2014-2015) 

o Peer Review Committee: (2014-2015) 

o Professional Development – Adrian Public Schools (Fall 2014) 

o Deans’ Round Table – Detroit Public Schools (2013-2015) 

o Collaborated with Dr. Andrea Milner and other faculty to create a Master of Arts in 

Curriculum, Instruction, and Assessment (with IB PYP Endorsement), (2010-2015 – 

college governance, MDE approval, and HLC approval) 

o Volunteer at Homecoming Weekend events (2007-2018) 

o Chair for Ad Hoc on Ribbons of Excellence Presentations (2011-2012) 

o Chair of College Planning/Academic Planning Committee (2010-2012) 

o College Planning Committee (2010-2011) 

o Library Committee (2009-2010) 

o Panelist – Women in Diversity Conference (2009) 

o Orientation Advisor for Welcome Week (2009-present) 

o Secretary for Collegium III (2008 to 2012) 

 

Academic Advisor: Serve in the capacity of advising students who are pursuing elementary, 

secondary, and K-12 certification. 
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Grant Activity 

Strategies Modeling and Reading Together Through Integrating Science (SMARTTIS – 2010). 

Co-author, Co-Primary Investigator with Dr. Andrea Milner. Funded by the Adrian College 

Faculty Research Committee. 

 

 

Current Research and Scholarship 

Co-Researcher with Dr. Andrea Milner on SMARTTIS Project with the Adrian Public Schools 

and Adrian College. 

 

Professional Development: Strategies Modeling and Reading Together Through Integrating 

Science (SMARTTIS). Dr. Andrea Milner and I created this research project and worked with 

several teachers within the Adrian Public Schools to implement the lessons. The curriculum 

utilized is Seeds of Science and Roots of Reading (SSRR). The overall goal is to deepen science 

concepts and improve reading comprehension for elementary students. 

 

 

Publications 

 

• Morrison, V., Milner, A., Wetzel, N. (2025). Change in Everywhere: Integrated 

STREAM Education in Kindergarten. In C. Lin & L. Sun. (Eds.), Diversity, Equity, and 

Inclusion for Mathematics and Science Education (p. 233-270). Hershey, PA: IGI Global. 

 

• Morrison, V., Milner, A., Wetzel, N. (2025). Engineering in an After School Integrated 

STEM Project: Evidence of Learning. In L. Sun & C. Lin. (Eds.), Cases on Informal 

Learning for Science and Mathematics Education (p. 443-472). Hershey, PA: IGI Global. 

 

• Morrison, V., Wetzel, N., & Milner, A. (Under Preparation). Supporting the 

Understanding of STEM Concepts in an After School Makerspace Environment: 

Engineering Practices. 

 

• Morrison, V. (2017). Peer-Led Discussions: A Context for Students to Practice, Develop, 

and Refine Their Comprehension Abilities.  Journal of Pedagogy and Educational 

Management, 1, 26-44. 

 

• Milner, A., & Morrison, V. (2016). Strategies Modeling and Reading Together Through 

Integrating Science (SMARTTIS): An Approach to Enhancing Effective Teaching 

Practices, Teacher Science Content Knowledge, as Well as Student Attitudes About 

Science. Michigan Science Teacher Journal, 61(1), 1-9. 

 

• Morrison, V. (2015). Peer-led Discussions of Social Studies Text: Comprehension 

Strategies in Action: https://journals.tdl.org/read/index.php/read/article/download/11/12 

(this online publication was peer-reviewed and published by faculty at Sam Houston 

State University). 
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• Morrison, V., & Milner, A. (2014). Literacy in support of science: A closer look at cross-

curricular instructional practice. Michigan Reading Journal, 46(2),  

42-56. 

 

• Morrison, V., Wiedyk, S., & Cornelius, R. (2012). Scaffolds for content literacy. 

Michigan Reading Journal, 44(3), 8-21. 

 

• Morrison, V., & Okonkowski, S. (2010). Using read-alouds to develop vocabulary: 

Components of a balanced word diet. Michigan Reading Journal, 42(3), 18-28. 

 

• Morrison, V. & Wlodarczyk, L. (2009). Revisiting read aloud: Instructional strategies 

that encourage students’ engagement with texts. The Reading Teacher, 63(2), 110-118. 

 

• Personal perspective and students’ writing pieces are featured in Cramer, L. R. (2004). 

The Language Arts: A balanced approach to teaching reading, writing, listening, talking, 

and thinking. New York: Pearson. 

 

Curriculum 

 

Co-authored STEM Road Map Curriculum Book Series with Dr. Andrea Milner associated with 

the following book chapter: 

 

Koehler, C., Bloom, M., Milner, A. (2016). The STEM Road Map for Grades K-2. In Johnson, 

C., Peters-Burton, E., & Moore, T. (Eds.), STEM Road Map: A Framework for Integrated STEM 

Education (p.41-67). New York, NY: Taylor and Francis/Routledge. 

 

 

Book Series (Publisher – NSTA) 

 

Kindergarten: 

 

Theme: Cause and Effect 

Topic: Motion 

Title: The “Roll” of Physics in Motion 

 

Theme: Sustainable System 

Topic: Habitats 

Title: Habitats in the United States 

 

 

Theme: Optimizing the Human Condition 

Topic: Our Changing Environment 

Title: Our Changing School Environment 

 

1st Grade: 
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Theme: Cause and Effect 

Topic: Waves 

Title: Influence of Waves: Invasion of the Waves 

 

 

Theme: Sustainable Systems 

Topic: Habitats Near and Far 

Title: Endangered Species 

 

Theme: The Represented World 

Topic: The Changing World 

Title: Patterns and Plants 

 

2nd Grade 

 

Theme: Cause and Effect 

Topic: The Changing Environment 

Title: Natural Hazards 

 

 

Theme: Sustainable Systems 

Topic: System Interactions 

Title: Our Schoolyard Garden 

Theme: The Represented World 

 

 

 

4th Grade: 

 

Theme: Optimizing the Human Condition 

Topic: Water Conservation 

Title: Water Conservation 

 

5th Grade: 

 

Theme: Sustainable Systems 

Topic: Composing 

Title: Compost Systems 

 

Professional Presentations 

National 

 
• SSMA, School Science and Mathematics – Annual Convention, Knoxville, TN. 

Engineering in an After-School STREAM Project. November 7h 2024. Vanessa Morrison 

and Andrea Milner, Adrian College. 
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• SSMA, School Science and Mathematics – Annual Convention (Online). October 28th  

2021. Integrated STEM Education in Kindergarten. Vanessa Morrison and Andrea 

Milner, Adrian College. 

 

• SSMA, School Science and Mathematics -- Annual Convention, Salt Lake City, Utah, 

November 7-9, 2019. After School Space for Interdisciplinary Learning: STREAM. 

Vanessa Morrison and Andrea Milner, Adrian College. 

 

• National STEM Education Research Summit – NC State University, Raleigh, North 

Carolina, October 10, 2019. Engineering Practices in an After School Space: Learning 

and Innovation. Vanessa Morrison and Andrea Milner, Adrian College. 

 

• SSMA, School Science and Mathematics -- Annual Convention, Little Rock, AR, 

October 19-20, 2018. STEM Road Map for Early Childhood – Patterns and The Plant 

World. Vanessa Morrison and Andrea Milner, Adrian College. 

 

• SSMA, School Science and Mathematics Annual Convention, Lexington, KY, November 

2-4, 2017. Generating Inferences During Science: The SMARTTIS Project. Vanessa 

Morrison and Andrea Milner, Adrian College. 

 

• NSTA, Los Angles, CA., March 30 – April 2, 2017. STEM Road Map: Influence of 

Waves -- Invasion of the Waves. Andrea Milner, Adrian College and Vanessa Morrison, 

Adrian College. 

 

• SSMA, School Science and Mathematics -- Annual Convention, Phoenix, AZ, October 

20-22, 2016. STEM Road Map: Integrating STEM Curriculum for Grades K-5. Andrea 

Milner, Vanessa Morrison, Carla Johnson, Janet Walton, Toni Sondergeld. 

 

• SSMA, School Science and Mathematics -- Annual Convention, Oklahoma City, OK, 

October, 29th 2015. Science and Literacy Integration to Foster Deeper Levels of 

Scientific Understanding. Vanessa Morrison, Adrian College and Andrea Milner, Adrian 

College. 

 

• NSTA, Chicago, IL., March 13, 2015. STEM Road Map: Using Problem-Based Learning 

to Integrate STEM in Elementary Grades. Catherine Koehler, Southern Connecticut State 

University; Carla Johnson, Purdue University; Andrea Milner, Adrian College; Erin 

Peters-Burton, George Mason University; Carolyn Parker, Johns Hopkins University; and 

Vanessa Morrison, Adrian College. 

 

• SSMA, School Science and Mathematics -- Annual Convention, Jacksonville, FL, 

November 8th, 2014. Multiyear Analysis of Strategies Modeling and Reading Together 

Through Integrating Science (SMARTTIS). Andrea Milner, Adrian College and Vanessa 

Morrison, Adrian College. 

 

• SSMA, School Science and Mathematics -- Annual Convention, San Antonio, TX, 

November, 15th 2013. Investigating the Impact of Strategies Modeling and Reading 
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Together Through Integrating Science (SMARTTIS).Andrea Milner, Adrian College and 

Vanessa Morrison, Adrian College. 

 

• National Reading Conference, Miami, Florida, November 30, 2005. Meaning-making 

during small group, peer-led discussions of narrative and informational texts: A case 

study.  

 

 

 

Regional  

 

 

• Indiana STEM Education Conference, Purdue University, West Lafayette, IN – January 

10th, 2019. STEM Road Map – Patterns and Plants. Andrea Milner and Vanessa 

Morrison, Adrian College. 

 

• NWO (Northwest Ohio Center of Excellence in Science and Mathematics Education). 

North West Ohio Symposium, Bowling Green State University, Bowling Green, OH, 

November 18th 2017. Invasion of Waves: Light and Sound. Vanessa Morrison and Andrea 

Milner, Adrian College. 

 

• Indiana STEM Education Conference, Purdue University, West Lafayette, IN – January 

12th, 2017. STEM Road Map for 1st Grade: Invasion of the Waves. Andrea Milner, 

Adrian College and Vanessa Morrison, Adrian College. 

 

• Indiana STEM Education Conference, Purdue University, West Lafayette, IN – January 

12th, 2017. STEM Road Map for Kindergarten: The Roll of Physics in Motion. Andrea 

Milner, Adrian College and Vanessa Morrison, Adrian College. 

 

• Indiana STEM Education Conference, Purdue University, West Lafayette, IN – January 

12th, 2017. STEM Road Map for 2nd Grade: Our Schoolyard. Andrea Milner, Adrian 

College and Vanessa Morrison, Adrian College. 

 

• NWO (Northwest Ohio Center of Excellence in Science and Mathematics Education). 

North West Ohio Symposium, Bowling Green State University, Bowling Green, OH, 

November 19th, 2016.  Physics in Motion: Staying on Track. Vanessa Morrison, Adrian 

College and Andrea Milner, Adrian College. 

 

• Adrian Public Schools – Board of Education.  Adrian, MI., September 12, 2016. A Tale 

of Two Institutions: An initial analysis of an IB collaboration. 

Andrea Milner, Adrian College, Vanessa Morrison, Adrian College, and Sherrie Wiedyk, 

Adrian Public Schools. 

 

• Wabash Valley Educational Center, West Lafayette, Indiana. Migrant Program Teacher 

Professional Development. Summer 2016 (author, facilitator/presenter of science & 

literacy modules). 
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• 2016 IBEC University Conference, Kent State University, Kent, OH. May 23, 2016. A 

Tale of Two Institutions: An initial analysis of an IB collaboration. 

Andrea Milner, Adrian College, Vanessa Morrison, Adrian College, and Sherrie Wiedyk, 

Adrian Public Schools. 

 

• Indiana STEM Education Conference, Purdue University, West Lafayette, IN – January 

14th, 2016. THE STEM ROAD MAP: A framework for using problem/project-based 

learning to integrate STEM in the early elementary grades. Andrea Milner, Adrian 

College and Vanessa Morrison, Adrian College. 

 

• NWO (Northwest Ohio Center of Excellence in Science and Mathematics Education). 

North West Ohio Symposium, Bowling Green State University, Bowling Green, OH, 

November 21st, 2015. A Framework for Integrated STEM: Grade K-2. Andrea Milner, 

Adrian College and Vanessa Morrison, Adrian College. 

 

• Sunnyside Intermediate School, West Lafayette, Indiana. Migrant Program Teacher 

Professional Development. Summer 2015 (author, facilitator/presenter of science & 

literacy modules). 

 

• NWO (Northwest Ohio Center of Excellence in Science and Mathematics Education). 

North West Ohio Symposium, Bowling Green State University, Bowling Green, OH, 

November 1, 2014. Literacy in Support of Science: A Closer Look at Cross-Curricular 

Instructional Practice. Andrea Milner, Adrian College and Vanessa Morrison, Adrian 

College. 

 

• NWO (Northwest Ohio Center of Excellence in Science and Mathematics Education). 

North West Ohio Symposium, Bowling Green State University, Bowling Green, OH, 

November 2, 2013. Comparing Years 1, 2, and 3 of Strategies Modeling and Reading 

Together Through Integrating Science (SMARTTIS). Andrea Milner, Adrian College and 

Vanessa Morrison, Adrian College. 

 

• A.C.C.E.T. Presentation at Adrian College, April 20, 2012. Interconnected Knowledge 

Links: Science and Literacy. Vanessa Morrison, Adrian College and Andrea Milner, 

Adrian College. 

 

• Michigan Reading Conference (MRC), Grand Rapids, MI., March 10, 2012.  

Scaffolds for Content Literacy.  

 

• Michigan Reading Conference (MRC), Grand Rapids, MI., March 13, 2011. Cross-

curricular integration: Developing comprehension strategies during science instruction.  

 

• Michigan Reading Conference (MRC), Detroit, MI., March 21, 2010. Community 

Volunteers as Reading Tutors. 
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• Michigan Reading Conference (MRC), Detroit, MI., March 16, 2009. Promoting an 

appetite for vocabulary: Using research to inform instructional practice. 

 

•  Michigan Reading Conference (MRC), Detroit, MI., March 15, 2008.  Making Meaning: 

Teaching students how to make connections to enhance their understanding of texts.  

 

• Michigan Reading Conference (MRC), Detroit, MI., March 22, 2004. Teaching writing in 

the lower elementary grades.  

 

 

 

Professional Development 

 

Too numerous to note in this document. 

 

Theses/Projects – Master’s in Curriculum, Instruction, & Assessment 

 

Faculty Chair: 

• Jennifer Richardson. (Spring 2025). Improving Reading Comprehension: Effective 

Strategies to Enable Students with Reading. 

• Kenadee Marry. (Spring 2025). A History of Standardized Testing. 

• Kloey TenBrink (Spring 2025). The Impact of Early Childhood Educational Programs on 

Kindergarten and the Future. 

• Shay Stroven. (Spring 2025). The Role of Teacher Unions in Balancing Educator Rights 

and Accountability: A Literature Review about Union Influence on Education. 

• Katie Valasek. (Summer 2025). Literacy Assessment in the Elementary Grades: 

Tools, Practices, and Implications for Intervention. 

• Patrizia Severy. (Summer 2025). Exploring Trauma in the Teaching Profession: A 

Review of the Literature Focusing on the Rise of Students Affected by Trauma and how 

This Impacts Teachers in the School Setting. 

• Nishi Crook. (Summer 2025). Co-Teaching and Peer Coaching: Building Collective 

Efficacy and Improving Instruction. 

• Vasiliki Gargasoulas. (Summer 2025). Examining the Impact of Educational Technology 

Integration on Elementary Students’ Academic Performance in Mathematics. 

• Danielle Gilbert. (Summer 2024). Navigating the Teacher Crisis: A Review of Teacher 

Shortage, Turnover, Job Satisfaction, and the Role of Mentorship. 
 

Committee Member: 

• Tess Robar. (Fall 2023). Engaging Preschool Families in Literacy Best Practices 

• Erika McDonald. (Spring 2023). Influence of Positive Family-School Relations: Lower 

Socio-Economic and Trauma-Informed Schools. 

• Brittany Szunko. (Spring 2023). Scheduling for Success: Why Physical Education in the 

Morning Matters. 

• Maria Varas. (Fall 2022). Supporting English Language Learners Vocabulary 

Development in Elementary Bilingual Programs. 
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• Madeline Nicholas. (Fall 2022). The Impact of Inquiry-Based Reading Instruction on 

Reading Comprehension Performance of Middle School Students. 

• Kendal Loveland. (Summer 2022). Teaching Foundational Writing Skills: What All 

Teachers Need to Know. 

• Kayla Hall. (Spring 2022). A Revolutionary Education System Built on Trust. 

• Karlie Dieck. (Fall 2021). The Effects of Reciprocal Teaching Strategies on Reading 

Comprehension of High School Science Students. 

• Monica Burke. (Fall 2021). Improving Teaching Effectiveness by Improving Professional 

Development Strategies for Virtual Education. 

• Keisha VanGeison. (Spring 2021). Applying “Vocabulary Visits” to Fountas and Pinnell 

Read Alouds to Improve Vocabulary Instruction in the First Grade Classroom. 

• Jessica Briggs. (Spring 2021). The Effects of Perceived Comprehension on Attitudes 

Toward Reading Electronic Text. 

• Kelsey Dupuis. (Spring 2021). The Effects of Bibliotherapeutic Books on Student Success 

in the English Classroom. 

• Nathan Butler. (2019). Curiosity and Creativity in Thai Classrooms: Thai Versus 

Western Teachers. 

• Loren Hayes. (Fall 2017). The Effects of Kinesthetic Movement on High School Students’ 

Learning Style Preference. 

 

Academic Summer Camps – Adrian College & Adrian Public Schools 

Intercultural Education Camp – Summer 2014 

Weather & Water – Summer 2013 

Planets & Moons – Summer 2012 

Lego – Summer 2011 

Variation and Relatedness – Summer 2011 

 

Adjunct Professor: School of Education, Oakland University (2004-2007) 

RDG 331 – Teaching of Reading 

RDG 333 – Teaching of Language Arts 

RDG 338 – Teaching Reading in the Content Areas 

RDG 510 – Inquiry-Based Literacy Instruction 

 

Responsibilities included teaching instructional methods courses in education to graduate  

and undergraduate students pursuing degrees in education. Creating lesson plans, preparing 

materials, teaching, grading, conducting group and individual conferences and advising, 

responding to all inquiries, and meeting individual needs at all levels. Planning and instructing 

education classes to align with national and state standards and benchmarks. Planning, designing, 

implementing, and evaluating various educational curricula. 

 

Graduate Assistant: 2003-2004, School of Education, Oakland University. 

Responsibilities included joint preparation and co-teaching, creating and grading projects and 

examinations, holding student conferences, and answering verbal and written correspondences.  

 

Mentor: 2002-2003: Served in mentorship capacity for Jamaican teachers completing their 

Masters in Reading and Language Arts Education at Oakland University. 
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Assistant Principal: 2002-2003, Thomas-Gist Academy, Inkster, Michigan 

Classroom Teacher: 1999-2002, Thomas-Gist Academy, Inkster, Michigan 

Literacy Specialist: 1996-1999, Thomas-Gist Academy, Inkster, Michigan 

 

Research 

Research Assistant: Department of Reading & Language Arts, Oakland University 

Primary Investigators: Dr. Kathleen Clark and Dr. Jennifer Berne 

Comprehension Projects in Port Huron, Troy, and Oxford (Fall 2002-Winter 2003) 

Reading Fluency Project in Goodrich (Winter 2004) 

Conducted pre and post interviews with teachers and students, helped with pre and post testing, 

assisted in gathering and analyzing data, transcribed audiotapes, and carried out extensive 

literature review. 

 

Editorial Work 

 

Editorial Advisory Board: Reading Horizons (2008 – Present) 

Editorial Assistant: Michigan Reading Journal (2003 -- 2005) 

Assisted with editing the 2nd edition of The Language Arts: A balanced approach to teaching 

reading, writing, listening, talking, and thinking. Author Ronald L. Cramer. Publisher: Pearson. 

 

Related Professional Work 

 

Writer: January 2006 – December 2006, Marketing and Development; Michigan Industrial 

Group, Detroit, Michigan 

Writer: 1991-1994, Public Relations and Marketing Department; LifeChoice HealthCare of 

Michigan, Detroit, Michigan 

 

 

Professional Affiliations 

International Literacy Association: http://www.literacyworldwide.org 

Michigan Reading Association: http://mra.org 

School Science & Mathematics Association: http:www.ssma.org 

Online Learning Consortium 

 

Relevant Professional Development -- Thomas-Gist Academy, Inkster, Michigan 

o The value of a meaningful print rich environment. 

o Language experience stories and reluctant readers. 

o Phonological awareness and beginning reading. 

o Word walls, word banks, and word sorts. 

o The role of writing on reading. 

o The read-aloud process and children in a pull-out program. 

o Writing in the early grades. 

http://www.literacyworldwide.org/
http://mra.org/

