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GUIDE TO UNDERGRADUATE COURSE PRE-REQUISITES FOR SELECTED HEALTH PROFESSIONS DEGREES 
 

 

COURSE MD DO DDS PharmD OD DPM DC DVM DPT 
MSOT 
OTD 

MS  
PA-C 

COMMENT 

 UNIVERSALLY REQUIRED OR STRONGLY RECOMMENDED 

Biology w/ Lab            2 Semesters 

Chemistry w/Lab            2 Semesters 

Physics w/Lab            1 or 2 Semesters 

Organic Chemistry w/ Lab            1 or 2 Semesters 

Pre-Calc or Calculus            1 Semester 

Statistics/Biostatistics            1 Semester 

Psychology  (1 or 2 courses)            
Clarify whether general, developmental or 
abnormal psych is preferred. 

Biochemistry            1 or 2 Semesters 

Genetics            1 semester 

Anatomy             Sometimes taught as Anatomy/Physiology  
I & II. Labs should be taken.  Physiology (200 or 300 level)            

 OFTEN REQUIRED – EXAMINE SPECIFIC PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS 

Advanced Biology e.g., 
Micro, Cell/Molecular 

         
 

 
Some upper level courses are specified by 
programs. 

Anthropology/Sociology  
Human Cultures 

           Evidence cross cultural understanding. 

Logic/Ethical Studies            Capacity  to analyze complex issues. 

Nutrition (Human or Animal)            Animal nutrition available online. 

Other Ex Sci/Related             

Other College Math             

Well developed writing skills, college level English courses; 
 and /or coursework and skills in Speech/Communications. 

Some programs specify course requirements, but targeted skills are 1) ability to write clearly 2) to 
present information effectively and 3) to engage others.  Professional schools are seeking ways to 
evaluate these skills  as part of the application process. 

 COMMON ENTRY CRITERIA 

ENTRY/APTITUDE EXAM MCAT MCAT DAT PCAT OAT MCAT NONE 
MCAT, 
GRE or 
NONE 

GRE GRE 
GRE or 
PA-CAT 

Verify permissible time lag between test 
results and application. Increasing use of 
Situational Judgement Tests. 

GPA to Apply 3.0 3.0 3.0 3.0 2.8 3.0 2.3 3.0 3.0 3.0 3.0 These minimum GPAs are approximations 
drawn from several schools. Some 
examine Pre-Req /Sci GPA separately. 

GPA to Enter (Approx Mean) 3.6 3.5 3.5 3.4 3.4 3.2 2.5 3.6 3.3 3.4 3.3 

Number of Schools 141 30 66 130 23 9 20 30 205 
37 OTD 
MSOT 

183 
254 

All these professions  licensed in 50 
states. 


