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ASCO Functional 
Guidelines 

To provide guidance to those considering optometry as a profession, the 

Association of Schools and Colleges of Optometry (ASCO) has established 

functional guidelines for optometric education. The ability to meet these 

guidelines, along with other criteria established by individual optometric 

institutions, is necessary for graduation from an optometric professional 

degree program. Note that there may be additional criteria established by 

State, Provincial, or Federal regulators for licensure as an optometrist. 

One of the missions of each school and college of optometry is to produce 

graduates fully qualified to provide quality comprehensive eye care services 

to the public. To fulfill this mission, each institution must ensure that students 

demonstrate satisfactory knowledge and skill in the provision of optometric 

care. Admission committees, therefore, consider a candidate’s capacity to 

function effectively in the academic and clinical environments, as well as a 

candidate’s academic qualifications and personal attributes. 

The functional guidelines in optometric education require that the 

candidate/student possess appropriate abilities in the following areas: 1) 
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observation 2) communication 3) sensory and motor coordination 4) 

intellectual: conceptual, integrative and quantitative abilities and 5) 

behavioral and social attributes. Each of these areas is described in this 

document. Applicants are encouraged to connect with the individual 

institutions’ accessibility services offices to learn about the process for 

requesting accommodations at each institution. 

Observation Abilities 

Communication Abilities 

Sensory and Motor Coordination Abilities 

Intellectual-Conceptual, Integrative and 

Quantitative Abilities 

Behavioral and Social Attributes 

Candidates with questions or concerns about how their own conditions or 

disabilities might affect their ability to meet these functional guidelines are 

encouraged to meet with an optometry institution counselor prior to 

submitting an application.  
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