
Dedicated educator and filmmaker with over a decade of experience in media production, film 
studies, and communication arts. Expertise in digital media production, film history, and 
documentary filmmaking, with a proven record of creative achievement and academic 
leadership. Committed to hands-on, experiential learning that empowers students to translate 
theory into practice and build professional portfolios. 

Michael Neal 
Media Arts Professional  

Motivated and dynamic instructor, director, philanthropist, and entrepreneur. Keen academic initiative 
and involvement focused in the Media Arts.

Personal Profile

Wayne State University Department of Communication  
2017 - 2017  
Ph.D. in Philosophy specialized in Media, Society & Culture (incomplete/hiatus) 

M.H. in Communication  
Tiffin University 
2015 - 2016 

B.A. Communication Arts and Sciences  
Adrian College 
2008 - 2012 

Director 
Bud Fowler and the Page Fence Giants (2017) 
Premiered with the Society of American 
Baseball Research at Detroit Institute of Arts 
Amazon prime: https://www.amazon.com/Bud-
Fowler-Page-Fence-Giants/dp/B07K3KWH15 

Without Wax (2019) 
Central States Indie FanFilmFest 
Autumn 2019 Category Winner 

Michigan Association of Broadcasters 
-Broadcasting Scholarship (2012) 
Student Broadcast Excellence Awards  
-Radio Sports Play-by-Play (1st Place, 2012) 
-Television Public Service Announcement (2nd Place, 
2013) 
-Television Talk Show (Honorable Mention 2012) 

Adrian College, Michael Neal Film Studies 
Scholarship  
Annual scholarship created by an anonymous donor

Publications/Recognition 

Education

https://www.amazon.com/Bud-Fowler-Page-Fence-Giants/dp/B07K3KWH15
https://www.amazon.com/Bud-Fowler-Page-Fence-Giants/dp/B07K3KWH15


 Adrian College 

• Cerberus Studios - Adrian College Film Club - Faculty Advisor (2024 - Present) 

• RIZE Public Relations Curriculum Committee (2024) 

• Information Technology Ad Hoc Faculty Committee ((Member 2019 - Present) (Chair, 2020 – 
2023)) 

• RIZE Public Relations Curriculum Committee (2024) 

• Academic Programs Approval Process Committee (2022) 

• Ribbons of Excellence Committee (2017–2021) 

Other Professional Involvement 

• Lenawee Intermediate School District Video & Audio Advisory Committee (2017 - Present) 

• Lamda Pi Eta - National Communication Association (2017 - Present) 

• Adrian International Film Festival (2018 - 2023) 

• Adrian, Mi Downtown Development Authority (2019 - 2020) 

Adrian College  
Communication Arts and Sciences Department  
Assistant Professor 	 	 	 	 	 September 2021 - Present  
Instructor	 	 	 	 	 	 July 2017 - September 2021 
Adjunct Professor 	 	 	 	 	 July 2016 - July 2017 

Adrian College Television  
Director 	 	 	 	 	 	 July 2014 - July 2017 

Adrian College Public Relation Department  
Multimedia Coordinator  	 	 	 	 January 2013 - July 2014 

Adrian International Film Festival 
President/Founder 	 	 	 	 	 September 2017 - May 2023 
www.adrianfilm.org 

Corked Media 
President/Founder 	 	 	 	 	 May 2014 - Present 
www.corkedmedia.com 

Experience 

Professional Involvement & Service 

http://www.corkedmedia.com


Teaching & Curriculum Development 

• Final Cut Pro X (Apple Ripple training) 
• Adobe Creative Cloud (Creative Cloud video 

editing solutions) 
• Online Learning Consortium 
• Wirecast Studio  
• Canon Interface 
• Zara Automation  

• Garage Band/Logic Pro 
• Motion V 
• Chyron Broadcast Graphics 

Certifications/Proficiencies 

• Created BFA Film Studies Degree and developed multiple new courses:  

• Documentary Filmmaking (COMM387) 

• Fiction Filmmaking (COMM388) 

• Capstone Portfolio & Production Planning (COMM400/401) 

• Revised and enhanced existing offerings including: 

• Digital Media Production (COMM210)  

• Film History (COMM319) 

• Implemented hands-on, project-based learning emphasizing conceptualization, creation, 
presentation, and reflection. 

• Spearheaded creation of specialized degree tracks in Communication Arts (Public Relations, 
Broadcasting, Film Studies). 

• Consistent record of positive student engagement and teaching effectiveness, supported by 
course evaluations. 



COMM110 Survey of Mass Communication  

• Understand the broad history of mass media.  
• Be able to critically understand the ethical implications and laws that guide media 

creation and usage. 
• Be able to critique various aspects of mediated communication and develop your own 

opinions on the field of study. 

Teaching Methods: 
• Readings followed by in-class discussion from the required textbook (Understanding 

Media and Culture by Jack Lule).  
• Posted responses to exercises from the textbook on Blackboard.  
• Film screening of Obey Giant (2017) by James Moll to connect students to 

communication theories.  
• In-class group activities to encouraging critical thinking about concepts covered in class.  
• Quizzes, midterm, and final exam.  

	  
COMM210 Digital Media Production 

• Understand the foundational skills of digital video production and postproduction. 
• Be able to utilize online resources for production and distribution of video projects 
• Identify and operate basic production equipment and accessories 

Teaching Methods: 
• Students take on a course fee to obtain their production equipment which will be 

utilized in this course and several others in the department. Equipment includes a 
mirrorless camera, microphone, stabilization, lighting, and more.  

• Following several weeks of camera instruction students take a test to prove they are 
prepared to begin field projects.  

• Projects include: Timelapse photography, personal introduction video, audio design 
project, and interview of a non-classmate subject.  

• Each project is required to first produced pre-production written materials (statement of 
purpose and storyboard).  

• Software utilized includes: Finalcut Pro X and Garage Band  
• Final project presented during exam week.  

COMM319 Film History 

• Understand the historical progression of film, particularly as it has been actualized in the 
United States. 

Course Objectives 



• Understand the integral elements of filmmaking and how they work in concert with each 
other. 

• Understand basic methods of film analysis. 

Teaching Methods:  
• The class includes thirteen film screenings taking place in chronological order. Nine take 

place in-class and four outside of class.  
• Each screening includes an accompanying scholarly article that must be read and cited 

in the students initial response to the film screening (blackboard discussion post).  
• Student must also create three critical questions about the film based on the topics 

covered for the given film and respond to at least two classmates.  
• The four additional screenings require a 750-word MLA formatted paper in responding 

to the film using film analysis criteria chosen from a provided list.  
• The final exam is a an open-note, focused on student reflection on the topics covered 

throughout the semester.  

COMM339 Advanced Digital Media Production  

• Understand a variety of advanced digital video/audio production and postproduction 
skills.  

• Be able to apply artistic choices for visual storytelling. 
• Identify and operate professional production equipment and accessories. 

Teaching Methods: 
• Student production equipment obtained in COMM210 used for two major projects 

completed throughout the semester 
• Instruction include introduction of advanced production equipment such as: drones, 

steady-cams, sliders, and other tools.  
• Software utilized includes: Finalcut Pro X, Motion V, Garage Band  
• Final project presented during exam week. 

COMM387 Documentary Filmmaking  

• Be able to identify distinct documentary filmmaking styles. 
• Understand basic methods of film analysis. 
• Understand the pre-production planning process of documentary filmmaking. 
• Be able to apply specific documentary stylistic choices to the production process.  

Teaching Methods: 
• Student production equipment obtained in COMM210 used for three major projects 

completed throughout the semester 
• Introduction to Documentary, Third Edition by Bill Nichols is the required text utilized 

throughout the semester for retired readings and discussions.  



• The class includes six film screenings taking place throughout the semester. Each film is 
used as an example of one of the documentary film modes as described by Nichols.  

• Software utilized includes: Finalcut Pro X, Motion V, Garage Band  
• Final project presented during exam week. 

COMM388 Fiction Filmmaking  

• Be able to identify distinct filmmaking styles. 
• Understand the pre-production planning and writing process 
• Apply artistic choices to scene development and character choices. 
• Operate effectively a cinema camera and required accessories. 

Teaching Methods: 
• Student production equipment obtained in COMM210 used for one major projects. 

And several quick turnaround projects completed throughout the semester 
• Shot by Shot. Steven D. Katz (25th Anniversary Edition) is the required text utilized 

throughout the semester for retired readings and discussions.  
• Several advanced equipment such as cinema cameras, focusing pulling, professional 

stabilization, and other production equipment is introduced throughout the semester.  
• Software utilized includes: Finalcut Pro X, Motion V, Garage Band  
• Final project presented during exam week. 

COMM400 Capstone Portfolio and Production Planning and COMM401 BFA 

Capstone Editing and Promotion 

• Prepare a creative portfolio of work in the communications program to present publicly 
• Be able to develop a capstone project to demonstrate competency in film and 

production skills 
• Present your capstone project, demonstrating competency in oral communication 

Teaching Methods: 
• Digital portfolio development through instruction of individual elements and website 

building software.  
• Assistance developing idea for capstone project and pre-production planning materials. 
• Scheduled management tools are used to help guide students through production 

plan.  
• Shot by Shot. Steven D. Katz (25th Anniversary Edition) is the required text utilized 

throughout the semester for retired readings and discussions.  


