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Education 
 Vanderbilt University; Nashville, Tennessee 
  Ph.D. in Religious Studies, 2004 
  Minor Area: Latin American Studies 
 Wofford College; Spartanburg, South Carolina 
  Bachelor of Arts, 1990 Phi Beta Kappa 
  Majors in History and Spanish 
 
Teaching Experience 

Adrian College, Adrian, MI, Professor of Religious Studies & Women’s Studies,  
2003-present 
2013 Teaching Award, Adrian College 
Director, Study Abroad Institute, 2018-present 
Director, Adrian College Center for Effective Teaching, 2011-2018 
Department Chair, Philosophy and Religious Studies, 2005-2012 
 
Courses Taught: Feminist Models of Leadership; Leadership and Social 
Transformation; Women and World Religions; Feminist Ethics; 
Environmental Ethics; Introduction to Judaism, Christianity and Islam; 
Introduction to Religion; World Christianities; Women and the Bible; 
Postcolonial Religion; Philosophy of Religion; Liberation Thought; 
Introduction to Women’s Studies; Jesus and Film; Reacting to the Past---
Frederick Douglas Game; Common Core 

  
 Semester at Sea, Faculty Member, Fall 2016 
  

Belmont University, Nashville, TN; Adjunct in Religion, 1999-2002 
  Courses Taught: Jesus in Film; New Testament History  
  

Vanderbilt University, College of Arts and Sciences, Teaching Assistant, 1999 
  Women and World Religions 
 
Campus Service 
 Director, Study Abroad Institute, 2018-present; Director, A.C.C.E.T. (Adrian  
 College Center for Effective Teaching), 2011-2018; CORE: First Year 

Curriculum Steering Committee (and taught honors pilot section), 2012-2015;  
Faculty Life Standing Committee, Adrian College, member 2004-present; WAC  
Committee, 2011-present; Department Chair, Religion and Philosophy, Adrian  
College, 2005-2012; Chair, Strategic Planning Committee for Faculty 
Development, 2010-2012; Advisor to Green Action Club, 2009-present; Advisor 
to Safe Place, 2007-2009; President’s Renaissance II Committee, 2006-2008; 
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Committee to add Women’s Studies minor, Adrian College, 2005; Convener, 
Task Force for Academic Improvement, Adrian College, 2005; Chair, Search 
Committee for philosophy positions, Adrian College, 2005; Faculty Advisor to 
the Adrian Dance Team, Adrian College, 2005-2007; Member, Convocation 
Committees: Katie Canon, John Esposito, Diana Eck, A.-J. Levine 

 
Professional Service in the Academy 
 President, Midwest Region of the American Academy of Religion, 2018-2020 
 Vice President, Midwest Region of the American Academy of Religion, 2016- 
  2018 
 
Professional Publications/Presentations 
 “By a Woman’s Hands: Judith as Feminist Activist,” co-authored with Linda  

Learman. In Judith by Koosed, Jennifer, and Robert Paul Seesengood. Ed. 
Barbara Reid. Wisdom Commentary Series, Liturgical Press, 2022. 

            Simulating Aichele: Essays in Bible, Film, Culture and Theory, ed. Melissa  
  C. Stewart, Sheffield-Phoenix Press, 2015  
  http://www.sheffieldphoenix.com/showbook.asp?bkid=326 
 “Teaching for Civic Engagement: Insights from a Two-Year Workshop” (Chapter  
  3) in Teaching Religion and Civic Engagement in the AAR Teaching 

Religion Series, Oxford University Press, 2015 
https://global.oup.com/academic/product/teaching-civic-engagement-
9780190250508?cc=us&lang=en&#  

“Pedagogies for Empathy: ‘The Frederick Douglas Game’ and Human  
 Trafficking” (Reacting to the Past Pedagogy), Panel with Adrian Students,  
 Historians against Slavery National Conference, Freedom Center,  
 Cincinnati, OH, September, 2015 
“Building Interdisciplinary Networks: Team Teaching Benefits for Religious 

Studies and History Professors,” Deborah Field and Melissa Stewart, in 
Religious Studies News, October 2013, https://www.aarweb.org/node/1613 

“Mary the Mother of God: Ecumenical Bridge or Barrier,” Theology Today, Vol. 
67.4, 2011 

“Bridge or Barrier: Mary, Mary Quite Contrary,” AAR Regional Meeting,  
 Women and Religion Section, Chicago, IL, 2007 
“The Unintended Consequences of Dixieland Postliberalism,” CrossCurrents,  
 Winter 2005 (co-written with Robert Jones, Ph.D.) 
Review of Wisdom Ways: Feminist Biblical Interpretation in Religious Studies  

Review, Fall 2005 
“Reflections on Mary as More Than a Reflection of God,” AAR Annual Meeting,  

Christian Systematic Theology Section, Philadelphia, PA, 2005 
 “The Trials and Tribulations of Teaching the Enraptured and the Napping,” AAR  

Annual Meeting, Women’s Caucus Workshop on Feminist Pedagogies, 
Philadelphia, PA, 2005  

 “Of Love and Other Demons: Toward a Postcolonial Doctrine of Incarnation,”  
Leuven Encounters in Systematic Theology, Leuven, Belgium, November,  
2005 co-presented with Emily Askew, Ph.D. 

http://www.sheffieldphoenix.com/showbook.asp?bkid=326
https://global.oup.com/academic/product/teaching-civic-engagement-9780190250508?cc=us&lang=en&
https://global.oup.com/academic/product/teaching-civic-engagement-9780190250508?cc=us&lang=en&
https://www.aarweb.org/node/1613
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“Sierva María de Todos los Angeles: Violence, Hybridity and Place in the  
Construction of Postcolonial Christian Identity,” SECSOR: AAR Regional  
Meeting, Philosophy of Religion Section, Atlanta, GA, 2004; co- 
presented with Emily R. Askew, Ph.D. 

 “Dixieland Postliberalism,The (Un)intended Consequences of Postliberalism”  
AAR Annual Meeting, Social Ethics Section, Atlanta, GA; 2003, co- 
presented with Robert P. Jones 

 “A Feminist Appraisal of Gabriel García Márquez and David Tracy on  
Syncretism & Suffering,” SECSOR: AAR Regional Meeting, Women and  
Religion Section, Chattanooga, TN; 2003 

 “Intra-Catholic Pluralism: Resources to Resist a Universalizing, Characterless  
Globalization,” AAR Annual Meeting, Roman Catholic Studies Group,  
Toronto, 2002 

 “True Heirs of Postmodernism: Postliberals or Revisionists?” Uppsala Theology  
Seminar, University of Lund, Sweden, 2002 

 “Toward a Method of Ecumenical Pluralism: George Lindbeck and David Tracy,”  
SECSOR: AAR Regional Meeting, Theology and Philosophy Section,  
Atlanta, GA, 2002 
 

Grants, Scholarships, and Awards 
 2013 Adrian College Teaching Award 
 Lilly Endowment, Wabash Center for Teaching and Learning in Theology and  

Religion Grant: Civic  Engagement through Religious Studies Courses, 
2008-2010 

Lilly Endowment, Wabash Center for Teaching and Learning in Theology and  
 Religion Summer Fellowship, 2007 
Lilly Endowment, Wabash Center Fellow for the Workshop for Pre-tenure  
 Religion Faculty at Colleges and Universities, 2006-2007 

 Phenomenal Woman Award, Adrian College, 2004 
 Adrian College Faculty Development Grant, 2003-2004; 2004-2005 
  Summer grant to attend Spanish language school in Guatemala 
 Vanderbilt Dissertation Enhancement Grant, 2002 

Grant to present at the Uppsala Seminar and study with Werner Jeanrond, 
at the University of Lund, Sweden 

 Vanderbilt Tuition Scholarship, 1995-2000 
 Bettye R. Ford Award for Outstanding Service to Community of the Graduate  

Department of Religion, Vanderbilt University, 1998 
 Bill and Zelna Dye Scholarship, Vanderbilt Divinity School, 1996-1998 
 Holcombe and Dean Scholarships, Wofford College 1986-1990 
 Phi Beta Kappa 
 
Guest Lectures/Community Service 

Adrian College Commencement Speaker, Winter 2013 
“Bridge or Barrier: Mary, Mary Quite Contrary,” First Presbyterian Church,  
 Adrian, MI, October, 2013 
“Guadalupe in Lenawee County,” Zonta International Club presentation, Adrian,  
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 MI, September, 2011 
PRIME TIME Scholar, Stair Public Library, Michigan Humanities Council’s  
 literacy program, 3 Semesters, 2010-2012 
Literacy Presentation with Ms. Melissa Elliott in front of the Michigan 

Endowment for the Humanities Board of Trustees, 2011. 
 External Reviewer with Rick Kaufman, Berea College, Department of Religion  
  and Philosophy, 2010 

“The Hijab in Lenawee County,” Kiwanis Presentation, Adrian, MI, Spring 2006 
“Already Home,” Guest Sermon, Morenci Congregational Church, Morenci, MI,  

October, 2004 
 “Jesus and Film,” Four Sessions, Brookmeade United Church of Christ,  
  Nashville, TN, Fall, 2002 
 “Christian Origins” for Introduction to Christian Thought 
  Dakota Wesleyan University, Mitchell, SD; August 29, 2001 
 “Portrayal of Women in the Gospel of Luke: Positive or Negative?” for Women  

in the Bible, Advance Seminar, Belmont University, Nashville, TN;  
March 1999 

 “Interpretation of Christian Scriptures” for Westminster Presbyterian Church,  
Nashville, TN; April-May 1999 

 “Paul in Captivity: Ephesians and Colossians” for Second Presbyterian Church,  
Nashville, TN; January-February 1999 

 Instructor, The Temple, Congregation Ohabai Sholom, “World Religions,”  
Nashville, TN, Spring, 1998, Spring 1999 

Languages 
 Spanish; Research: German, Biblical Hebrew, Greek 
 
Professional Organizations 
 American Academy of Religion 
 Women’s Caucus, American Academy of Religion 
 Society of Biblical Literature 
 American Civil Liberties Union 


