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ACADEMIC POSITIONS
Full Professor, Adrian College, 2016 - present
Associate Professor, Adrian College, 2009 - 2016
Assistant Professor, Adrian College, 2005 - 2009
Visiting Assistant Professor, Bowling Green State University, 2004–05
Lecturer, University of Tennessee, 2003–04
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EDUCATION
Ph. D., Bowling Green State University, Philosophy, 2001.
    Dissertation: The Duty to Rescue in Law and Morals Advisor: R.G. Frey
B. A., University of Delaware, Anthropology and Philosophy, w/ History minor, 1988.

MEMBERSHIPS
The Hume Society, Eighteenth-Century Scottish Studies Society, The European Hobbes Society, The International Society for Utilitarian 
Studies

WORKS IN PROGRESS

Thinking Critically about Ethics

PUBLICATIONS
Articles and Chapters

“Abortion and Personhood”, Dialogue: A Journal of Religion and Philosophy, (Nov. 2015) 

“What's Wrong With Cloning a Dinosaur? On Nature as a Source of Moral Authority” in Dean A. Kowalski, ed. The Philosophy of 
Steven Spielberg: Visions of the Human Condition, (University Press of Kentucky, October 2008)

“Who Belongs in the Moral Community?”, Dialogue: A Journal of Religion and Philosophy, (April 2008)

“The Moral Lives of Reservoir Dogs” in Richard Greene, ed. Quentin Tarantino and Philosophy,  (Open Court Press, October 2007)

“What Nietzsche Can Teach You”, in Blessing and Tudico, eds. Philosophy, Film, and the Meaning of Life, (Open Court Press, April 
2005)

“Good Intentions”, Proceedings of the Ohio Philosophical Association, (Spring 1998)

“Negative Rights and the Redistribution of Resources”, Proceedings of the Ohio Philosophical   Association, (Spring 1985)



Book Reviews

Gill, Michael B. The British Moralists on Human Nature and the Birth of Secular Ethics, (Cambridge University Press, 2007), 
Philosophy in Review, Vol 29, No 6 (Dec. 2009)

Kries, Douglas. The Problem of Natural Law (Lexington Books, 2007),The Journal of Church and State, Volume 51, Issue 3, Pp. 520-
522 (summer 2009)

Kilpi, Jukka. The Ethics of Bankruptcy (Routledge, 1998), Philosophy In Review, August 1999

Kuczewski, Mark. Fragmentation and Consensus: Communitarian and Casuist Bioethics (Georgetown University Press, 1997), 
Cambridge Quarterly of Healthcare Ethics, April 1999

Book Notes for Choice Reviews

Adams, Marcus P. Hobbes's two sciences: politics, geometry, and the structure of philosophy. Oxford, 2025. 

Carmel, Elad. Anticlerical legacies: the Deistic reception of Thomas Hobbes, c. 1670–1740. Manchester University Press, 2024 

Magri, Tito. Hume's imagination. Oxford, 2023. 

Sagar, Paul. Adam Smith reconsidered: history, liberty, and the foundations of modern politics. Princeton, 2022 

Russell, Paul. Recasting Hume and early modern philosophy: selected essays. Oxford, 2021. 

Fleishacker, Samuel. Being me being you:   Adam Smith and empathy

Mason, Elinor. Ways to be blameworthy: rightness, wrongness, and responsibility. Oxford, 2019.

Dennis C. Rasmussen, ed. Adam Smith and the death of David Hume: the Letter to Strahan and related texts. Lexington Books, 2018

Schliesser, Eric. Adam Smith: systematic philosopher and public thinker. Oxford, 2017.

Rasmussen, Dennis Carl. The infidel and the professor: David Hume, Adam Smith, and the friendship that shaped modern thought. 
Princeton, 2017

Johnsen, Bredo. Righting epistemology: Hume's revolution. Oxford, 2017. January 2018 issue of CHOICE

Wei, Jia. Commerce and politics in Hume's History of England. Boydell Press, 2017

Bandura, Albert. Moral disengagement: how people do harm and live with themselves. Worth Publishers, 2016. September 2016 issue 
of CHOICE

George, Alexander. The everlasting check: Hume on miracles. Harvard, 2016. May 2016. 

Evansky, Jerry. Adam Smith's Wealth of Nations: A Reader's Guide. Cambridge, 2015. March 2016. 

Hont, Istvan. Politics in commercial society: Jean-Jacques Rousseau and Adam Smith, ed. by Béla Kapossy and Michael Sonenscher. 
Harvard, 2015. Dec 2015. 

Hurka, Thomas. British ethical theorists from Sidgwick to Ewing. Oxford, 2015. September, 2015. 

Willis, Andre C. Toward a Humean true religion: genuine theism, moderate hope, and practical morality. Pennsylvania State, 2015. 
August 2015

Rickless, Samuel C. Locke, Wiley Blackwell, 2014. July 2015. 



Lazari-Radek and Singer. The point of view of the universe: Sidgwick and contemporary ethics, Oxford, 2014. February 2015.

Eggleston and Miller, eds.The Cambridge Companion to Utilitarianism, Cambridge, 2014. Nov, 2014.  

Spencer, Mark G, ed.  David Hume: historical thinker, historical writer. Pennsylvania State, 2013. August 2014.

LLoyd, Genevieve. Enlightenment Shadows. Oxford, 2013.  June 2014.

Verene, Donald P. Moral Philosophy and the Modern World. Wipf and Stock Publishers, 2013.  April 2014. 

Brink, David O. Mill's progressive principles. Oxford, 2013. February 2014.

Keller, Simon. Partiality.  Princeton, 2013. December 2013.

Audi, Robert. Moral perception.  Princeton, 2013 September 2013.

Kamm, F. M.  The moral target: aiming at right conduct in war and other conflicts.  Oxford, 2012. June 2013.. 

Freydberg, Bernard.  David Hume: platonic philosopher, continental ancestor.  SUNY Press, 2012. February 2013. 

Portmore, Douglas. Commonsense Consequentialism. Oxford, 2011. Sept 2012. 

Phillips, David. Sidgwickian Ethics. Oxford, 2011, June 2012.

Strawson, Galen. Locke on personal identity: consciousness and concernment. Princeton, 2011 May 2012.

Anstey, Peter R., John Locke and Natural Philosophy (Oxford, 2011), Feb 2012.

Singer, Peter. Practical Ethics (Cambridge, 2011) Sept 2011.

Pigden, Charles R., Hume on Is and Ought (Palgrave Macmillan, 2010) June 2011.

Baier, Annette C. The Cautious Jealous Virtue: Hume on justice.  (Harvard, 2010) Sept 2010.

Holden, Thomas.  Spectres of False Divinity: Hume's Moral Atheism. (Oxford, 2010) Dec 2010.

Hurley, Paul. Beyond Consequentialism.  (Oxford, 2009) Oct. 2010.

Korsgaard, Christine M. Self-constitution: agency, identity, and integrity. (Oxford, 2009) Dec 2009, .

Norton and Taylor, eds. The Cambridge companion to Hume, (Cambridge, 2009) August 2009.
Cohen,Rachel. Hume's morality: feeling and fabrication. (Oxford, 2008) July 2009.

Baier, Annette C. Death and character: further reflections on Hume. (Harvard, 2008) June 2009.

Wilson, Fred. The External World and Our Knowledge of It: Hume's critical realism. (Toronto, 2008), May 2009.

Merrill, Kenneth R. Historical dictionary of Hume's philosophy. (Scarecrow, 2008) March 2009.

Larmore, Charles The Autonomy of Morality (Cambridge University Press 2008) , February 2009.

Radcliffe, Elizabeth S., ed. A Companion to Hume. (Blackwell, 2008) November 2000.

Fiala, Andrew The Just War Myth: the moral illusions of war.  (Rowman & Littlefield, 2008) August 2008.



Pettit, Philip. Made With Words: Hobbes on language, mind, and politics. (Princeton, 2008) July 2008.

Woolhouse, Roger. Locke: a biography. (Cambridge, 2007) April 2008, .

Kurtz, Paul, ed. Science and Ethics: Can Science Help Us Make Wise Moral Judgments? (Prometheus Books, 2007) January 2008.

Newman, Lex. The Cambridge Companion to Locke’s Essay Concerning Human Understanding, (Cambridge, 2007) September 2007.

Silliman, Matthew R. Sentience and Sensibility (Parmenides, 2006) June 2007.

Devigne, Robert. Reforming Liberalism: J.S. Mill's use of ancient, religious, liberal, and romantic moralities. (Yale, 2006) Oct 2006.

Sher, George. In Praise of Blame (Oxford, 2006) July 2006.

Frasca-Spada and Kail (eds). Impressions of Hume (Oxford, 2005) May 2006.

CONFERENCES, COLLOQUIA, AND PRESENTATIONS

Presentations

“Ethics: Balancing Self Interest and the Common Good”, for the March to the Opening speaker series for the Align Center for Workforce 
Development. Adrian Michigan, 3/25

“Networks of Sympathy: Justice in the Moral Philosophies of David Hume and Adam Smith”, ‌ 31st Annual Conference of the 
Eighteenth-Century Scottish Studies Society, University of Glasgow, Scotland, 7/18

“Resentment, Utility, and Justice: Hume and the artificiality of justice”, the 14th Conference of the International Society for Utilitarian 
Studies, Lille Catholic University, France, 7/16

“Hume’s Neglect of Resentment”, College of New Jersey, 3/15

“Adam Smith and Karl Marx on Capitalism”, University of North Georgia, 10/14

“Thinking Carefully About Ethical Questions”, Society for Ethics Across the Curriculum 13th Annual International Meeting - Saint Louis, 
MO (November 3-5, 2011)

“Two Methods of Moral Science: moral philosophy in the early modern period”, Adrian College ACCET program, 1/11

“Ethics, Moral Codes, and The Law”, Adrian College Ethics Institute 8/09

“The Moral Lives of Reservoir Dogs”, East Tennessee State University, 2/06

“The Moral Significance of Intention”, University of Memphis, Mid-South Philosophy Conference, 3/99

“Bound By Law, Bound By Ethics: the role of the clinical ethicist” (w/ Heidi Forster, J.D.) Youngstown State University, Society for Health 
and Human Values Annual Spring Regional Meeting, 4/98

“Good Intentions” Kent State University, Annual Meeting of the Ohio Philosophical Association, 4/98

“Autonomy and Truth Telling in the Physician-Patient Relationship”, Wood County Hospital, Nursing Ethics Education Session, 1/98

“Medical Futility as a Justification for Withholding or Withdrawing Treatment”, Cleveland Clinic, Bioethics Grand Rounds, 12/97

“Negative Rights and the Redistribution of Resources”, Annual Meeting of the Indiana Philosophical Association, 4/96



“Negative Rights and the Redistribution of Resources”, Annual Meeting of the Ohio Philosophical Association, 4/95

Comments

Invited to comment, Kant and the Commodification of Body Parts, The College of New Jersey, conference on The Ethics of Bodily 
Commodification, 4/16

“Some Problems with the Theory of Responsive Cohesion”, International Society for Environmental Ethics Group Session, Eastern 
Division of the American Philosophical Society, 12/07

“Quasi-Realism and Fundamental Moral Error”, Louisiana State University, Second International Conference on Applied and 
Theoretical Ethics, 2/04

“Virtue, Epistemology, and Moral Luck”, Louisiana State University, First International Conference on Applied and Theoretical Ethics, 
2/03

“Famine and International Ethics” (Session Chair) International Society for Environmental Ethics Group Session, Central Division 
Meeting of the American Philosophical Association, 4/01

“Morality as a Vision of the Real” University of Memphis, Mid-South Philosophy Conference, 3/99

“Lippert-Rasmussen and Minimizing Violations” Vanderbilt University, Annual Meeting of the Tennessee Philosophical Association, 
11/98

“Primary and Secondary Virtues” University of Memphis, Mid-South Philosophy Conference, 2/98


