BENJAMIN A. PAWLISCH

Associate Professor of Biology
Department of Biology| Adrian College
110 S. Madison St.

Adrian, Ml 49221

EDUCATION

Ph.D. Zoology, January 2012, University of Wisconsin-Madison

Advisor: Dr. Lauren Riters, Dissertation: The Role of Catecholamines in Female Responses to
Male Song in European Starlings

B.S. Biology, minor in Chemistry, May 2004, University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point

TEACHING EXPERIENCE
Associate Professor of Biology, 8/3/2016- present, Department of Biology, Adrian College
Where | taught the following courses:

Biol103L Plant Biology lab

Biol104L Animal Biology lab

Biol131L General Biology | lab

Biol132 and Biol132L General Biology Il lecture and lab

Biol212 and Biol212L Vertebrate Zoology lecture and lab
Biol301 Junior Seminar

Biol365 and Biol 365L General Physiology lecture and lab
Biol375 and 375L Animal Behavior lecture and lab

Biol399 Biology Internship (4 students supervised)
Biol401 Senior Seminar

Biol451 Independent Study research (11 students)
Biol 499 Endocrinology

HONR101 Politics in the Animal Kingdom

HONR390 Pre-Professional Scholar

Instructor for General Anatomy and Physiology, 1/18/2016-5/10/2016, Department of Biology,
Madison College

Lecturer for Junior Writing in Psychology, 9/1/2015-1/17/2016, Department of Psychology,
University of Massachusetts-Amherst

Teaching Assistant, 9/2005-5/2007, Department of Zoology, University of Wisconsin-Madison
RESEARCH EXPERIENCE

Postdoctoral Research Associate, 3/2012-7/2015, Department of Psychology, University of
Massachusetts- Amherst



Research Assistant, 6/2007-1/2012, Department of Zoology, University of Wisconsin-Madison

HONORS AND AWARDS

2016 & 2022 ACAP Research Grant, Adrian College

2007, 2009, & 2011 John Jefferson Davis Travel Award, UW-Madison

2004 Chancellor’s Leadership Award, UW-Stevens Point

2003 Inducted into Phi Kappa Phi Honor Society (Student Vice President of UWSP Chapter)
2003 Royal Anderson Ecology Award, UW-Stevens Point

2002 Outstanding Sophomore Biology Student, UW-Stevens Point

1999 Co-op Research Scholarship, UW-Stevens Point

PEER-REVIEWED PUBLICATIONS

1.

Lee, V., Pawlisch, B.A., Macedo-Lima M., Remage-Healey, L. (2018). Norepinephrine
enchances song responsiveness and encoding in the auditory forebrain of male zebra
finches. Journal of Neurophysiology, 119, 209-220.

Pawlisch, B.A. and Remage-Healey, L.R. (2015). Neuroestrogen signaling in the songbird
auditory cortex propagates into a sensorimotor network via an ‘interace’ nucleus.
Neuroscience, 284, 522-535.

Riters L.V., Pawlisch, B.A., Kelm-Nelson, C.A., and Stevenson, S. A. (2014). Inverted- U
shaped effects of D1 dopamine receptor stimulation in the medial preoptic nucleus on

sexually-motivated song in male European starlings. European Journal of Neuroscience,
39, 650-662.

Pawlisch, B.A., KelIm-Nelson, C.A., Stevenson, S.A., and Riters, L.V. (2012). Behavioral
indices of breeding readiness in female European starlings correlate with immunolabeling
for catecholamine markers in brain areas involved in sexual motivation. General and
Comparative Endocrinology, 179, 359-368.

Pawlisch, B. A., Stevenson, S. A., and Riters, L. V. (2011). al-Noradrenegic receptor
antagonism disrupts female songbird responses to male song. Neuroscience Letters, 496,
20-24.

Pawlisch B.A. and Riters L.V. (2010). Selective behavioral responses to male song are
affected by the dopamine agonist GBR-12909 in female European starlings. Brain
Research, 1353, 113-124.

Riters, L.V. and Pawlisch, B.A. (2007). Evidence that norepinephrine influences responses
to male courtship song and activity within song control regions and the ventromedial
nucleus of the hypothalamus in female European starlings. Brain Research, 1149, 127-
140.



IN PREPARATION

1.

Pawlisch, B.A., Lee V., and Remage-Healey L. The representation of social context in the
auditory forebrain of zebra finches. In preparation.

CONFERENCES AND PRESENTATIONS

1.

10.

11.

Oganowski, K., Henderson, H., Woodrow, A.R., O’Leary, R., Pawlisch, R.A., and Pawlisch,
B.A. (2021) Evidence for the Role of Allopregnanolone in Neonatal Maladjustment
Syndrome Calves. Ribbons of Excellence Conference.

Woodrow, A.R., O’Leary, R., Pawlisch, R.A., and Pawlisch, B.A. (2020) Progesterone
Levels in Neonatal Calves. TRIO Day.

Pawlisch, B.A. (2019) Neural Mechanisms of Hearing and Responding to Song. Eastern
Michigan University Biology Seminar.

Eason, M. and Pawlisch (2019) Testing for the Presence of Estrogens from Oral Birth
Control Pills in the River Raisin Watershed. Ribbons of Excellence Conference.

Camp, S. and Pawlisch, B.A. (2018) An Analysis of Song Sparrow (Melospiza melodia) Song
Sung at Walden West in Southeast Michigan. Ribbons of Excellence Conference

Lee, V., Pawlisch, B.A., and Remage-Healey, L. (2015) Norepinephrine signaling in
auditory processing regions of the male zebra finch brain. Society for Neuroscience
Abstracts.

Pawlisch, B.A., Lee V., and Remage-Healey L. (2014). The representation of social context
in the auditory forebrain of zebra finches. Songbird Satellite Meeting.

Pawlisch, B.A. and Remage-Healey, L.R. (2013). Rapid trans-synaptic effects of estrogens
in the songbird brain. Society for Behavioral Neuroendocrinology.

Pawlisch, B. A., Stevenson, S. A,, and Riters, L. V. (2009). Central alpha-1 noradrenergic
receptor antagonist effects on female responses to song depend on dose and song
stimulus in European starlings. Society for Neuroscience Abstracts.

Pawlisch, B.A. and Riters, L.V. (2009). Stimulation of dopamine receptors disrupts female
discrimination between conspecific and heterospecific song. Society for Behavioral
Neuroendocrinology.

Pawlisch, B.A., Alger, S.J., and Riters, L.V. (2007). D1 dopamine receptor activation within
the medial preoptic nucleus stimulates sexually motivated song in male European
starlings. Society for Neuroscience Abstracts.



12. Riters, L. V., Alger, S. J., Pawlisch, B. A., and Auger, C. J. (2005). Testosterone implants in
the medial preoptic nucleus stimulate interest in nest sites, and possibly song, in male
European starlings (Sturnus vulgaris). Society for Neuroscience Abstracts.

DEPARTMENTAL SERVICE
Participated in Young Paleontologist Training, 11/16/2022

Participated in the Assessment Committee as the secretary, 2020- present

Joined the Stubnitz Environmental Education Center Program Advisory Board (SEEPAB) as a
representative from Adrian College, 6/12/2019

Obtained Federal Migratory Bird Special Purpose Possession Permits for the use of birds in the
Adrian Natural History collection for educational programming, 8/24/2018, 3/16/2021

Created, organized, and participated in the Exploring Birds Junior Naturalist Program at
Lenawee District Library, Clinton Public Library and Science Night at Adrian College,
1/19/2019, 3/22/2019, 4/6/2019, 4/27/2019

Participated in the Ribbons of Excellence Committee, 2017- present

Organized and participated in Brain Awareness Week, 3/11/2014

One of three post-docs, which organized and hosted the Annual Center for Neuroendocrine
Studies Symposium, 10/25/2013, Department of Biology, University of Massachusetts-

Amherst

Led the Zoology graduate student organization (social committee, student representative to the
instructional programming committee, and seminar committee)

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS
Society for Neuroscience
Society for Behavioral Neuroendocrinology



