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Bulldog
Coaching Staff

lost center Carlos Lozano and guard Gabe Garcia.

The success of the mostly inexperienced skill positions will hinge 
on the play of the front ! ve. The offensive line paved the way for 
352.5 yards per game in 2006, ranking second in the MIAA, but 
must improve in their pass protection after allowing 33 sacks, eight 
more than any other conference team, last season.

“We return a very strong core of offensive linemen anchored by 
seniors Corey Hardcastle, Jeremy Zott and Brandon Murphy,” said 
Lyall.

Hardcastle will return at left tackle, while juniors John Ahearn and 
Chris Wiley both return at the guard spots. Zott also has starting 
experience on the O-line at the tackle position and Murphy has, not 
only seen considerable action, but emerged as a team leader in off 
season workouts.

Lyall spoke of his returning offensive skill players.

“On the perimeter we have all league wide receiver Desmond 
Upshaw, ! f th-year senior Clint Miller, and Patrick Reagan. Our 
back! eld will be anchored by seniors Tim Bruce, Anthony Tocco, 
and returning fullback Brandon Cooley who missed the entire 2006 
season with an injury.”

The leading statistical offensive returner is Upshaw, a senior All-
MIAA wide receiver from Detroit Truman High School.

Upshaw ranked third in the league with 79.3 receiving yards per 
game last season. He already has an MIAA Championship to 
his name, joining Calley and fellow wide out Patrick Reagan on 
the 2007 conference champion 4 X 100 relay team. His gridiron 
potential was shown at MIAA-champion Hope College last year 
when he had 10 catches for 174 yards and a touchdown.

Reagan will look to emerge as a big-play threat in his senior season 
after hauling in 28 catches for 296 yards and three scores last 
year.

The Bulldog offense will also feature junior Troy Niblock, a multi-
talented athlete that has the ability to run, throw, catch and return. 
He recorded 234 rushing yards, 100 receiving yards, 40 passing 
yards, and 218 return yards in 2006. The White Pigeon, Michigan 
native could see time at quarterback, running back, and wide 
receiver.

Senior running back Anthony Tocco is the team’s leading returning 
rusher with 240 yards on 46 attempts a year ago. Matt Johnston, 
also a senior, could see increased carries after averaging 3.4 yards 
per attempt last year.

Sophomore wide receiver Joseph Beehler is the squad’s wide card. 
He had 175 return yards as a freshman, including a long of 43 and 
will look to have a break-out sophomore campaign.

Jackson Hanks has also emerged as a steady force at fullback for 
the Bulldogs after gaining experience in ‘06.

The obvious question mark in all fans’ minds is the quarterback 
position. Niblock is a quarterback by trade, while junior Tim Hiller 
and sophomore Billy Keenist are in position to compete for playing 
time with any newcomers that my emerge.

As always, there is not an opponent on the schedule that the 
Bulldogs can take lightly, and Lyall knows it.

“The MIAA will be strong from top to bottom with last year’s 
champion, Hope, the team to beat. Every week will prove to be a 
strong challenge. The non-league schedule is as strong as ever 
with traditional rivals De! ance and Bluffton in our ! rst two games. 
The addition of Huntingdon College (Alabama) will be a great 
challenge. Southern teams take their football seriously.”

Adrian opens play on September 1 at De! ance College at 1:30 
p.m. and travel to Bluffton University on September 15 at 1:30 p.m. 
after their bye week. They open their home slate on September 
22 against Huntingdon College of Alabama at noon. The Bulldogs 
close out September with a 1 p.m. MIAA-opener at Kalamazoo 
College.

On October 6, the Bulldogs host Olivet at 7 p.m. for their lone night 
game of the year during homecoming festivities. They then travel to 
Tri-State at 1:30 p.m. on October 13 before hosting Hope College 
and Wisconsin Lutheran College on back-to-back Saturdays at 1 
p.m. and noon, respectively.

Adrian’s two November games consist of traveling to Albion at 1 
p.m. on the third before hosting Alma College in the regular season 
! n ale at 1 p.m. on the 10th.

Even with the challenges and losses from the ’06 squad, the Bulldog 
mentor does not adjust his demands of this year’s team.

“We expect great achievement from this year’s Bulldog Football 
team,” ended Lyall.

Upshaw Wiley Hanks Niblock
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Offensive Coordinator Defensive Coordinator
Jeff Hancock
2nd season at Adrian

Jeff Hancock will take over 
as the Bulldogs’ offensive 
coordinator in 2007 after 
serving as the wide receivers 
coach and special teams 
coordintor one season ago. 
Hancock brings an innovative 
offensive mind with a wealth 
of coaching experience. 

Before arriving at AC, 
Hancock helped Grand 
Valley State University to 
the 2005 NCAA Division II 
National Championship, serving as the Lakers’ tight ends coach. 
Grand Valley rolled up 5612 total yards in ’05 with his help.

Prior to GVSU, Hancock was the offensive coordinator at the 
University of Saint Mary (Kansas) for three seasons. His 2002 
offense ranked eighth in the NAIA in passing. The Spires averaged 
232.4 yards passing in his three seasons at the helm.

At Lane College in 2001, Hancock spent time as the co-offensive 
coordinator, implementing the spread offense. The Dragons 
boasted a 1,000-yard rusher in his one season.

Prior to Lane, Hancock spent time at New Mexico Military Institute 
and Louisiana Tech as an offensive line coach. At NMMI, he tutored 
a unit that led the way for 4,300 yards rushing, setting an NJCAA 
record and ! nished the season ranked #10 in the nation.

Stints at Highland Community College and Eastern Michigan from 
1996 to 1998 gave Hancock experience in recruiting, special teams 
and working with quarterbacks.

Hancock also spent time at the high school level, serving as an 
offensive and defensive line coach at both Willow Run High School 
and Romulus High School, helping Romulus to a 9-3 record in 
1992.

A published writer on the fundamentals of offensive football, 
Hancock’s work has appeared in Gridiron Strategies and American 
Football Monthly.

Hancock graduated with a degree in psychology from Eastern 
Michigan University and earned his master’s degree in exercise 
science from Louisiana Tech.

He has a 10-year-old son, Jonah. Hancock and his wife, Leigh, 
reside in Onsted.

Jim Deere
15th season at Adrian

Jim Deere, a 1989 Adrian 
College graduate and 14-
year veteran of the Bulldog 
coaching staff, will take over 
as the squad’s defensive 
coordinator in 2007.

In Deere’s 14 seasons as 
the linebackers coach, he 
produced All-Americans 
Tavarski Wallace and Ron 
Sheils. Also mentored 
by Deere were All-MIAA 
selections A.J. Marry and 
Steve Gauthier.

Along with his experience at AC, Deere coached at Sterling Heights 
Stevenson High School in 1993 and 1994 and Morenci High School 
in 1996.

A 1989 graduate of Adrian College, Deere was a four-year 
letterwinner for the Bulldogs as a defensive back, totaling 142 
tackles and helping lead AC to the 1988 MIAA Championship.

Deere resides in Adrian and has three children; Angelica, Danielle, 
and Blake.

Defensive Backs
Ron Sheils
Defensive Backs

Ron Sheils is in his fourth 
season as an assistant coach 
for Adrian College football 
and will coach the defensive 
backs in 2007.

For the past three seasons, 
Sheils has served as an 
outside linebackers coach 
and as a volunteer assistant 
coach.

Sheils was a three-time 
All-MIAA performer and All-
American at Adrian from 
2000 to 2003 at defensive back. He was named defensive MVP 
twice and was also a team captain as a member of the gridiron 
squad.

A native of Briton, Michigan, Sheils played his prep football at 
Briton-Macon High School.

Head Coach Jim Lyall

The dean of MIAA coaches...
Lyall enters his 18th season as Adrian’s head coach
Entering his 18th season, Adrian College‘s Jim Lyall is the longest tenured head football coach in 
the MIAA and all Michigan colleges and universities. 

Four products of Lyall’s program are currently playing professional football. Defensive end Mike 
Lewis ’06 is starring for the Albany Conquest of the Arena2 Football League. Linebacker Taz 
Wallace ’07 recently participated in Detroit Lions rookie camp, while defensive back Dan McKeown 
and tailback T.J. Williams both play for the Muskegon Thunder of the Great Lakes Indoor Football 
League.

The 2007 season will be Lyall’s 34th on the sidelines at Adrian College. The University of Michigan 
graduate came to Adrian in 1974 as an assistant coach. He mentored the defensive line, secondary, 
linebackers, and served as the defensive coordinator as an AC assistant coach.

Lyall has more wins and has coached in more games than any coach in AC football history.

Over the past four seasons, Lyall has coached 35 All-MIAA players, three All-Americans, one MIAA 
defensive most valuable player and four academic All-Americans.

In 1997 he guided Adrian to one of its most successful seasons ever. 
The Bulldogs won the MIAA Championship and were ranked ! fth in 
the NCAA Division III North Region

Lyall played defensive line from 1970-73 at the University of Michigan 
under the late Bo Schembechler. During that span, the Wolverines 
compiled a 31-1-1 record, won three Big Ten titles and made a trip to 
the Rose Bowl. Lyall received the ‘Champion of the Year’ award from 
the Michigan coaching staff as a senior.

He is a member of the American Football Coaches Association Rules 
Committee which reviews proposals before they are presented to the 
NCAA.

The Cleveland, Ohio native worked for 15 years as a special 
education teacher in adapted physical education before joining AC 
fulltime in 1990. He was named the 1989 ‘Teacher of the Year’ for the 
Lenawee County Intermediate School District. He has also received 
the ‘Volunteer of the Year’ award from the Lenawee County Special 
Olympics and served as the director of the Special Olympics in 
Lenawee and Monroe County.

Lyall and his wife, Laurie, have two sons, Michael and Patrick. 
Michael is an assistant football coach at the University of Saint Mary 
(Kansas), while Patrick is a senior offensive lineman at the University 
of Michigan.

“While at Michigan, Jim Lyall was a player who never missed a 
meeting, never missed a practice and spent little or no time in the 
training room. Jim was a coaches’ dream because his motto was 
the same as mine…”The Team, The Team, THE TEAM!”
- The late Bo Schembechler

“In a relationship that stretches back several decades, I have 
known Coach Lyall as a quality man with integrity and values. 
He is a coach that enjoys football and the relationships created 
through the game. Jim is a great part of the Michigan athletic 
community and I would enjoy my sons being coached by him.”
- LSU head football coach Les Miles
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Linebackers
Jeremy Fielder
3rd season at Adrian

Jeremy Fielder takes over 
as the linebackers coach 
in 2007 after serving as the 
outside linebackers coach in 
2006.

He tutored All-MIAA 
performer Aaron Kieltyka in 
2006, helping him to achieve 
national player of the week 
recognition and total 6.0 
tackles for loss.

Fielder gained experience 
coaching the wide receivers 
on the 2005 squad, tutoring a group that caught well over 100 balls, 
accumulated over 2,000 receiving yards and earned two All-MIAA 
spots. He also worked as a strength and conditioning coach in the 
off season.

As a tight end for the Bulldogs, Fielder earned three varsity letters 
from 2001 to 2004, was a team captain as a senior, won the John 
DeLeon Memorial Award, and served as the football team’s SAAC 
representative.

Fielder earned his bachelor’s degree in English from AC, graduating 
Summa cum Laude, and is a certi! ed English and History teacher.

Asst. Offensive Line
Phil Lawrence
13th season at Adrian

Phil Lawrence, a 1976 Adrian 
College graduate, begins 
his 13th year as a member 
of the Bulldog staff and will 
assist with the offensive line 
in 2007.

Lawrence brings over 30 
years of coaching experience 
to Bulldog athletics. He was a 
member of the Hudson High 
School staff for 20 years, 
including 11 seasons as 
head coach (1980-91). His 
teams captured three LCAA 
titles and quali! ed for the state playoffs in 1982 and 1985. He was 
named Lenawee County Coach of the Year three times.

He is in his 30th year of teaching physical education and health at 
Hudson High School.

Lawrence and his wife Becky have two children, Jason and Beth.

Defensive Line Wide Receivers
Carl Embry
3rd season at Adrian

Carl Embry enters his second 
season as the Bulldogs’ 
defensive line coach and 
his third season coaching at 
Adrian College.

Just this past summer, Embry 
served as an assistant 
defensive line coach for 
the Detroit Lions training 
camp as part of the NFL’s 
Minority Internship Program. 
The same program that has 
produced current NFL head 
coaches Marvin Lewis, Lovie 
Smith and Herman Edwards.

With the Lions, Embry was responsible for such assignments 
as planning and directing workouts, formulating scrimmage 
and preseason-game strategies, breaking down videotape and 
evaluating players

Prior to returning to Adrian, he served as the wide receivers coach 
at the University of Findlay. His stint with the Oilers consisted of 
serving as the wide receivers coach and recruiting northwest and 
central Ohio. Embry tutored one All-GLIAC performer and helped 
the Oiler wide receivers to an 11.6-yard average per-catch.

Embry was a starter on the defensive line in 2001 and 2002. After 
graduating from AC, the Ypsilanti native spent the 2004 season as 
the head junior varsity coach for Bulldog football as well as the 
team’s strength and conditioning coach. 

Embry earned his bachelor’s degree in Business Administration 
from Adrian and is currently working on his master’s degree at 
Siena Heights University.

J.R. Ford
1st season at Adrian

J.R. Ford, a graduate of 
the University of Michigan 
and a member of the 1997 
championship football team, 
will take over as the wide 
receivers coach at AC in ‘07.

Ford played for the 
Wolverines and head coach 
Lloyd Carr during the 1995-
1997 seasons, before 
transferring to Western 
Illinois University for the 1998 
and 1999 seasons. At WIU, 
Ford led the Leathernecks 
in kick-returns as a senior, averaging 22.8 per return. His 71-yard 
touchdown against Mississippi Valley State in 1999 still ranks as 
the 10th longest run in WIU history. He was named the team’s 1999 
Special Teams Player of the Year.

Ford returned to Michigan at the conclusion of his playing days 
at WIU and earned his degree in communications with minors in 
sociology and African American studies in 2000.

Entering the coaching ! eld, Ford served as a running backs 
and wide receivers coach at Bishop Watterson High School in 
Columbus, Ohio, in 2003.

In 2005 and 2006, Ford coached at Brookhaven High School, also 
in Columbus. At Brookhaven he tutored the running backs and 
return specialists. He helped develop two second-team all-city 
halfbacks, while the 2005 team had seven kicks and punts returned 
for touchdowns. Brookhaven quali! ed for the 2005 state playoffs 
with Ford’s assistance.

Ford was an All-American running back and cornerback at 
Independence High School in Columbus before attending the 
University of Michigan.

Ford is a member of the American Football Coaches Association, 
the Black Coaches & Administrators, the Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes, and has served as an academic and athletic mentor at 
Ann Arbor Huron High School.
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Student Coaches
Andy Denryter
Tight Ends

Andy Denryter takes over as the tight 
ends coach in 2007 as a student 
assistant.

A record-setting quarterback last 
season, Denryter set Adrian College 
high marks in completions, yards 
passing, and ranks second in single-
season completion percentage. He 
was named second-team All-MIAA 
following the 2006 season.

Denryter is a product of Chippewa Valley High School and will 
graduate with a degree in communication.Chester Evans

Slot Wide Receivers

Chester Evans will coach the slot wide 
receivers as a student assistant coach 
in 2007.

Evans was a star wide receiver for the 
Bulldogs in 2005 and 2006, totaling 
63 catches for 677 yards and three 
touchdowns. He also spent time as a 
member of the Adrian College men’s 
basketball team.

Joel Howland
Asst. Defensive Line

Joel Howland is in his ! rst season as 
the assistant defensive line coach at 
Adrian College.

A two-time All-MIAA defensive end, he 
ranks second on the all-time sack list 
at AC with 15 after lettering from 2003 
to 2006 for the Bulldogs.

Howland also served as a team 
captain for the 2006 season and led the Bulldogs with 10.0 tackles 
for loss.

A.J. Marry
Asst. Inside Linebackers

A.J. Marry will serve as an assistant 
inside linebackers coach in 2007.

Marry totaled 216 tackles in his career 
as a middle linebacker for the Bulldogs, 
also racking up 10.5 tackles for loss 
and three sacks. He was named 
second team All-MIAA as a junior and 
senior. Marry had 103 tackles, 5.5 
tackles for loss and three sacks as a 
junior and ended his career with three interceptions. 

Marry is a product of Hudson High School. He will graduate in 
December as a double major in mathematics and business.

James Abercrombie
Fullbacks

James Abercrombie will coach the 
Adrian College fullbacks in 2007 after 
lettering three times for the Bulldogs 
on the defensive line.

Abercrombie totaled 64 tackles, 6.5 
tackles for loss and four sacks in his 
college career after starring on the 
gridiron at Dearborn High School. His 
best statistical season came in 2005 
when he had 35 stops and two sacks.

Abercrombie will graduate this year with a degree in criminal 
justice.

Asst. Offensive Line

Running Backs

Jim Hamilton
1st season at Adrian

Jim Hamilton enters his 
! r st season as an assistant 
football coach at Adrian 
College after compiling 
over 25 years of coaching 
experience at Madison High 
School. 

Hamilton will serve as the 
assistant offensive line coach 
for the Bulldogs, as well 
as the head junior varsity 
coach.

As the head football coach at 
Madison High School he was named MHSFCA Regional Coach 
of the Year in 1993 and later coached future NCAA Division III 
all-time leading tackler Tavarski Wallace. Hamilton is currently a 
physical education/health teacher and assistant athletic director at 
Madison.

Hamilton (1983) and his wife Kate (2004) are both graduates of 
Adrian College and reside in Adrian with their children; Samantha, 
Alex, and Sydney.

Anathan Gibson
1st season at Adrian

Anathan Gibson is in his ! rst 
year as the running backs 
coach at Adrian College.

Gibson most recently served 
as an assistant coach at 
Newberry College, South 
Carolina, where he was a 
defensive backs, special 
teams, and strength and 
conditioning coach.

During his one season as a 
coach with the Indians, the 
defense was ranked 36th 
nationally in total defense in NCAA Division II play. He guided a 
defensive backs unit that held opponents to under 150 passing 
yards per game and grabbed 13 interceptions on the season.

A versitile player, Gibson played ! ve different positions on the 
gridiron at Newberry from 2004 to 2006 after playing for two 
seasons at Dodge City Community College in Kansas.

Originally from Seneca, S.C., Gibson was the 39th ranked prep 
player coming out of South Carolina in 1997 and was rated a blue 
chipper in the ACC region after rushing for 1,657 yards and 15 
touchdowns as a senior. He was also a captain and team MVP at 
Seneca High School.

Inside Linebackers
J.R. Zapata
1st season at Adrian

J.R. Zapata is in his ! rst year 
as the inside linebackers 
coach at Adrian College.

Zapata comes to Adrian 
after serving as an assistant 
coach at Waterford Mott High 
School where he served 
as the linebackers coach, 
and Livonia Franklin High 
School where mentored the 
freshman squad. He also 
gained valuable experience 
as the linebacker coordinator 
at Chris Roberson’s NFL 
Skills Camps.

An All-MIAA performer at Adrian College, Zapata was named 
the team’s most valuable defensive lineman following the 2003 
season.

Zapata is a 2004 graduate of Adrian College, earning a bachelor’s 
degree in business administration and a minor in psychology.

Asst. Defensive Line
Chitranjan Greer-
Travis
1st season at Adrian

Chitranjan Greer-Travis is in 
his ! rst year as the assistant 
defensive line coach at 
Adrian College.

Greer-Travis most recently 
served as a strength coach 
at the University of Michigan, 
mentoring men’s and 
women’s track & ! eld student 
athletes. He also spent 
the 2003-04 season as a 
volunteer assistant throwing 
coach for the track & ! eld programs at U of M.

A graduate of Siena Heights University, Greer-Travis was six-
time NAIA All-American in track & ! eld, capturing the 2001 
national championship in the hammer throw. He was a seven-time 
conference selection, a three-time team MVP and set the SHU 
school record in the 35-pound weight throw.

Prior to transferring to Siena Heights, he played one season of 
football at Eastern Michigan University in 1998.
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The 2007 
Bulldogs
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