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 Veritas
his issue of “Contact” focuses on politics
and the innovative and creative ways

our alumni are involved with Democracy
in America.

College presidents (my colleagues often
remind me) should avoid partisan politics
as much as possible.  Presidents who take
strong positions on partisan issues gener-
ally end up in jobs other than the presi-
dency.  Long-term employment and parti-
san politics are incompatible partners.
One does not want to alienate alumni, fac-
ulty, students, parents, and, oh yes, the life-
blood of all private education, major do-
nors, by expressing his or her political
points of view.

In order to avoid politics, many presi-
dents choose to inhabit the comfortable
middle, the non-controversial vanilla cen-
ter where courage is optional and substan-
tive dialogue is avoidable.

But is leadership possible in an arena
where no one disagrees?  Are not leaders
hired, in part, to have the strength to ex-
press their opinions on important politi-
cal questions so that veritas (truth) can be
discovered through the give and take of
opposing opinions?  After all, truth is ar-
rived at through debate when individuals
with opposing points of view passionately
express their opinions on important issues
while defending and modifying their
stance based on feedback from those who
disagree.  When presidents refuse to speak,
debate stops and the quest for truth dies.

Silent leaders (or even worse, chameleon
leaders who change their beliefs depend-
ing on to whom they are talking) are espe-
cially problematic in higher education
because we oversee institutions founded
on the very notion that free and civil dis-

continued on page 20

As some of you may have noticed there
are some new names in the masthead.

Brad Whitehouse, your Contact editor for
the past six years, has moved on to UofM
to be an associate editor for their alumni
magazine.

Although I am the new editor, I am not
new to Contact.  I have been working on
this magazine for the past eight years: first
as a writer, then production editor (a fancy
word for designer), then associate editor
and now editor.  I have seen this publica-
tion go from a two-color tabloid to the beau-

Farewell
Friend

tiful and well written magazine that Brad
and his predecessor, Darcy Gifford ’91,
have made it today.

I want this letter to be a tribute to my
friend Brad; over the years he has become
one of my best friends.  You will not see
many of these letters from me because, I
confess, I am not a writer.  So Brad you
better appreciate this!

He and I have learned so much about
the job of putting together a magazine and

T

continued on page 20
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Lord Stanley Visits AC
The NHL icon makes appearance at Hockey Debut

around the mall

The Stanley Cup, the National Hockey League’s championship tro-
phy, was on campus to help promote the College’s first-ever weekend
of NCAA hockey, Oct. 20. The men’s and women’s varsity hockey
teams took the ice for the first time in Adrian College history. Both
teams started their seasons off with victories. On Friday and Saturday
evenings, the men’s team went 1-1 with Potsdam University (NY).
On Saturday and Sunday afternoons, the women’s team went 2-0 vs.
Chatham University (PA).

The Cup was on display outside of the new Arrington Ice Arena and
more than 400 spectators stopped by to get their picture taken with
the 35 pound trophy. Afterwards, the Cup moved inside for the dura-
tion of the men’s game. It then traveled all over Adrian, from Presi-
dent Docking’s house to the Adrian City Fire Department and to
various local restaurants. Pictured at left: Adrian College’s Men’s NCAA
Hockey Team.

AC students and faculty now have another dining option on
campus. Quiznos opened in November and is located at the
Scoreboard Café in the Caine Student Center.  Quiznos, an inter-
national franchise, is a made-to-order sub shop that offers its
customers a healthier substitute to traditional fast food.  It spe-
cializes in a variety of toasted submarine sandwiches. Stop by
today and “get your sub on!”

Mmm…Toasty
Quiznos now open in Caine!

Occupied
Pellowe transformation is complete

After nearly 20 years as a conference building, students were
welcomed back for student housing to the newly transformed
Pellowe Hall in October and November. The 40-year-old build-
ing now offers singles, suites and a few apartments, all with pri-
vate bathrooms and other amenities. It is occupied primarily by
upperclass students and interns who are thoroughly enjoying their
new surroundings. Pellowe Hall will continue to be used for sum-
mer conferences and is even more attractive with its now air con-
ditioned rooms.
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A new math lab was dedicated during a small ceremony at Adrian College
on Saturday, Nov. 10 in honor of the late professor, Cynthia Tremonti Bosio.
Cindy Bosio was a professor of mathematics at AC for 25 years and passed
away last January after battling with cancer. Bosio was known for her ability
to take difficult concepts and make them accessible to students.

The new math lab, located in Peelle Hall, provides drop-in tutoring for
students taking mathematics courses. It contains computers, plenty of space
with tables and chairs for studying and tutoring purposes, a large marker
board, and other essentials needed to learn mathematical concepts. The lab
reflects Bosio’s love for math and the extreme devotion she had for all of her
students.

AC honors late professor

Math lab is dedicated

Cindy Bosio’s family stands in the lab next to a picture of Cindy. From left: son
Greg, daughter Anne, husband David, and President Jeffrey Docking.

Hundreds of AC alums gathered on a particularly warm October day to
celebrate 2007’s homecoming festivities.  Many stood through the rain to
watch the return of the Homecoming Parade early Saturday afternoon and
over 50 alums participated in the Bulldog Reunion Challenge. The clouds
soon went away and the sun heated AC to a sweltering 85 degrees. Music
could be heard all over campus while families and friends tailgated and
relaxed.

Many participants stopped by the Arrington Ice Arena to watch the men’s
ACHA team defeat Robert Morris College and to simply cool off. The fun-
filled day ended with a packed crowd in the Multisport Performance Sta-
dium as the Bulldogs took a tough 14-13 loss to the Olivet Comets.

If you couldn’t make it this year, don’t miss out on what will be another
entertaining weekend as Homecoming Weekend ’08 is scheduled for Oct.
3-5! Pictured at left: Troy Schmidli ’02, Bruiser the Bulldog, Mike Rankens’02
and Jim Mahony ’00.

Home Sweet Homecoming
Gold and Black took us back

New fight song unleashed

This season the football team and marching band
started a new tradition. Each week, after the Bulldogs
scored another victory in front of their home crowd,
the band and team would congregate at the end-zone
closest to the pavilion. The band would play the fight
song and under the leadership of Coach Lyall, the play-
ers sang along.

The Bulldog marching band debuted AC’s new fight
song at the first home football game on Sept. 22. The
song is a gift, written by Darin McNabb ’89. For
McNabb’s perspective on the fight song and to learn
about the story behind it, see page 24.

Starts  new tradition
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Ritchie Marketplace will undergo a million dollar
addition. The student body has outgrown the dining
hall and the expansion will increase the seating capac-
ity by 250 seats. The expansion will include a brand
new dining room which will be located adjacent to
the current hall, in front of the Adrian Tobias Room.
The new area will include an additional daily salad bar
and drinking station as well as two newly-themed serv-
ing lines.  Construction for the expansion begins early
March and administrators anticipate that it will be
completed by the beginning of the ‘08 fall semester.

A replica of the world famous
sculpture, “The Thinker,” origi-
nally created by Auguste Rodin,
was erected on the AC campus in
late November. The sculpture
comes to the College as a gift from
alumnus, Richard Kibbey ‘75.
When asked about the gift, Kibbey
said he was very excited about the
changes taking place at AC and
wanted to be involved.

The seven-foot sculpture, which
sits on a four-foot pedestal, can be
found next to the Bell Tower on
the east side of campus. It will
eventually sit in the middle of a
large water feature, adding to the

campus’s scenery. “The Thinker” is also part of a larger plan. A new plaza,
currently named Commencement Plaza, is in the works. The open area in
front of the statue and tower will eventually be revitalized, creating an out-
door venue for graduation.

Expanding

The brand-new Craft Tennis Complex is complete! Both men’s and
women’s teams kicked off their season in early February. Matches and
practices will be held indoors at the Merillat Sport & Fitness Center until
the weather gets nice, and then the complex will be used vigorously for
the rest of the season. The outdoor complex consists of 12 courts, split
into six units with two courts per unit.

The new state-of-the-art track and field facility will be off and running
this spring! The facility, which is completely separate from the perfor-
mance stadium, is an all-weather, eight-lane track that includes all re-
quired amenities for post-season competition. It also includes a steeple-
chase pit and all jumping and throwing areas. The outdoor season fires
off in late March.

Game, Set, Match & Runners take your mark

Real Sculpture of Genius
The Thinker comes to AC

Track and Tennis Courts complete

Ritchie Marketplace addition
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Faculty Notes
Michael Allen, chair and professor of theatre, has been appointed
to the office of national president of the theatre honors fraternity,
Theta Alpha Phi. He also appeared in “Thoroughly Modern Millie”
at Croswell Opera House in June, marking the 20th consecutive
summer that he has appeared in at least one of the Croswell’s
summer musical theatre productions.

Don Cellini, professor of modern languages and
cultures, was one of 20 translators selected to par-
ticipate in Mundo a Mundo/World to World, a
workshop on literary translation. A selection of
his translations – “Como esta tierra ciega/Like

this blind dust: Poems by Elias  Nandino” – will be published as
an electronic chapterbook later this year by
languageandculture.net.

Richard Koch and Jeffry Berry, professors of English, had an
article published in “Fulfilling Our Dreams by Bringing All Cul-
tures Together,” the 2007 Monograph Series of the National Asso-
ciation of African American Studies and three other ethnic stud-
ies associations. Their article, “The Rereading of Booker T. Wash-
ington and Its Implications for Understanding the Black Free-
dom Struggle” was the basis for a presentation they made at the
associations’ annual conference in Baton Rouge last Feb.

Pat Quinlan, professor of accountancy and busi-
ness, was recently awarded Professional Research
Certification by the Marketing Research Associa-
tion. The program contains a set of professional
standards for both practitioners and academi-

cians, and Professor Quinlan received certification in the Aca-
demic category at the Expert level.

Dr. Robin Bott, professor of English, was awarded
NEH Summer Institute award and spent the sum-
mer in York, England.  The four week institute
helps participants bring new developments of
study of medieval culture into undergraduate class-
rooms.

Dr. Weiqun Zhang, assistant professor of math-
ematics, has had a research paper accepted for
publication by the Journal of Computers and
Mathematics with Applications. The title is “Nu-
merical Solutions of Linear and Nonlinear Sin-

gular Perturbation Problems”, which is mainly based on his dis-
sertation work.

Dr. Agnes Caldwell, associate professor of soci-
ology, published an Instructor’s Manual/Test
Bank for Reid Luhman’s Sociological Outlook
through Rowman and Littlefield this summer.
She also recently ran a workshop by invitation

from the American Sociological Association’s Section on Teach-
ing and Learning on “Using Higher Order Thinking in the Socio-
logical Classroom” in New York City.

State of the College
President Docking to give speech

Founders’ Day
Friday, March 28, 2008
12:15 p.m.
Adrian Tobias Room
Ritchie Marketplace
Adrian College

All are welcome to attend. Reception following.Visit www.adrian.edu to
read or listen to the speech after 2:00 p.m. that day.

Saturday, April 5, 2008

Join us for the dedication of the
New Home of Adrian College Baseball

Check the athletic website for more info:
http://adrianbulldogs.cstv.com

Nicolay Field
Baseball Stadium to be dedicated

June 16 – Lenawee Country Club

Luncheon, shotgun start, dinner-
$150 per golfer

Up to 32 teams – first come, first serve.
All proceeds will benefit AC’s Bulldog Club

For information, contact Jeff Hancock
 at 517-265-5161 ext. 4006 or
 jhancock@adrian.edu.

Fore!
2nd annual golf outing scheduled
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faculty spotlight

Listen to Fritz Detwiler or Michael McGrath speak about Asian
 religion and history and it’s quickly apparent they are strongly

connected to the culture.
They both possess a passion in the classroom -a love for Adrian

College- and a strong devotion to their students. This becomes
obvious as they lecture about Asian heritage, their voices filled
with zeal.

The pair does everything they can to ensure their students re-
ceive a quality education. They are firm believers that you never
stop learning. In order to better instruct their students, they con-
tinue learning  about the very things they teach.

Professors’ pilgrimage to Japan strengthens AC Education

“We, like most of our colleagues at Adrian College, are living
teachers,” says McGrath. “We had our own questions and curios-
ity. We are able to become recharged in the classroom by having
these questions answered. Our living questions are related to what
we teach.”

Detwiler and McGrath both share a strong bond to Asian civi-
lizations, specifically Japan.  In order to fulfill their hunger for the
culture and to become more prepared in the classroom, the two
traveled to Japan last May.

Detwiler describes the trip as a pilgrimage.  “We wanted to go
for both personal and professional reasons, both being one in the
same.”

Their hunger was fed. The trip allowed McGrath and Detwiler
to expand their knowledge of the culture and it also gave them the
opportunity to bring the experiences back to the students, mak-
ing their lectures more effective.

“By experiencing the culture first hand, we are more produc-
tive instructors,” says Detwiler. “By showing pictures and describ-
ing our very own experiences it becomes easier to teach and easier
for the students to grasp.”

“We visited the grand shrine of Shinto,” says McGrath. “This is
something I teach about in my classes so I was very intrigued to
see it. You read about it in the text each semester, but I wanted to
see it for myself. I remember saying ‘this is going to be great to
bring back for the course’”.

They traveled with 20 others, and the trip focused on the early
roots of Buddhism in Japan which included stops in Nara, Mount
Koya and Kyoto.

It was during their stay in Nara that the trip became very mean-
ingful for both McGrath and Detwiler. They traveled to the nearby
Todai-ji, the Eastern Great Temple, which is reputedly the largest
wooden building in the world and houses an astronomical bronze
statue of the Buddha.

Detwiler and McGrath say it’s quite amazing to see something
you have been teaching for years first hand.

“It was remarkable,” says Detwiler. “It’s hard to describe but it
was just so serene, so gentle. It was quietly filled with a profound
sense of wisdom.”

What these two professors experienced during their two weeks
in Japan is something they could only dream about.  The feelings,
emotions and wisdom they felt from being surrounded by the
people of Japan isn’t anything you can feel just by reading about it
in a textbook.

While book learning is essential, sometimes it’s just not enough.
McGrath and Detwiler prove that by living what you teach and
becoming as hands on as possible, not only do you educate your-
self, you become more dynamic in the classroom. A lecture that
includes a professor’s own description about their personal inter-
actions with the culture makes it easier for the students to visualize.

Luckily for Adrian College, the faculty members on our cam-
pus along with Detwiler and McGrath live what they teach add-
ing to the all-encompassing education our students receive.

Living
Teachers

by ashley lee



he privilege of playing college sports
is something that does not happen very

often for a high school athlete. The
mindset and skill to succeed once putting
on a uniform or jersey is something that
most athletes can merely dream to achieve.
If you package everything together and
then find out that not only you but your
sibling has those abilities to thrive under
pressure, it is truly a unique and special
experience.

The town of White Pigeon, Michigan,
population 1,500 in the southwestern part
of the state, has given Adrian College a
brother and sister duo that has been cru-
cial to the success of their respective sports.
Troy and Natalie Niblock are your typical
college students but with one exception –
not everyone on campus can make people
rise to their feet after another great play.

Troy is the older brother who just com-
pleted his junior season on the football
team. He did not start the season at quar-
terback but by the end of the year was not
only the starting quarterback but Co-MIAA
Offensive Player of the Year. Troy rushed
for over 1,000 yards for the Bulldogs and
helped lead Adrian to a 7-3 record.

Natalie is the younger sister who just
completed her sophomore season on the
volleyball team. She served as the starting
setter and played in 30 of the team’s 31
matches. She led the team with 953 assists
and ranked second on the team and sev-

by ryan thompson

Two
of a

KIND
Brother and sister team

play at Adrian

enth in the MIAA with 276 digs. Adrian
College’s volleyball team finished with an
18-13 record and advanced to the MIAA
Tournament Semifinals.

Troy arrived on campus first and has al-
ways been willing to lend some advice to
Natalie. “I told Natalie to always go to class,
e-mail your professor if you can’t be there
and find a friend that’s really smart in that
class and study with them. The most im-
portant advice I gave her however was to
stay away from the boys,” said Troy. Natalie
knew that coming to Adrian College would
be a challenge since her older brother was
already established in the campus commu-
nity and had a bright future on the football
field. “At first, I questioned whether or not
I wanted to come to Adrian because Troy
was here,” said Natalie. “I didn’t want to
be ‘Troy’s little sister.’ I may be his sister to
some, but to others, Troy is ‘Natalie’s big
brother!’ We have both established our-
selves. I am so happy that we go to the same
college. Troy and I have always been pretty
close but we are even closer now. Being
here at Adrian would not be the same with-
out him.”

The foundation for the Niblocks’ success
started at home. They were blessed with
parents who spent time with them and
taught them very valuable life lessons. “My
biggest influences growing up were my
mom and dad,” said Troy. “They have gone
to everything of mine since I was in sec-

ond grade rocket football. My dad was a
great athlete in high school and college so
he’s taught me a lot, and he always
preaches to me to do whatever it takes to
be the best.” The life lessons and passion
for athletics also extended into the com-
munity and Natalie had one specific influ-
ence that sparked her interest in volley-
ball. “When I was in fifth grade, I was the
manager for White Pigeon High School.
That was the time when I discovered my
passion and love for the game. This was all
because of Coach Nicole Airgood. She
made me want to become a great volley-
ball player. That time of my life is unfor-
gettable. She taught me the true meaning
of what it means to believe.”

Even though their best days seem to be
in front of them, it never seems like a bad
time to sit and reflect on what Adrian Col-
lege has meant to them. “Adrian College
has taught me a lot about overcoming ad-
versity or, as Coach Jim Lyall would say,
‘adjusting with poise’,” said Troy. “I’ve had
a lot of ups and downs here, but it’s all
made me a better person. President Dock-
ing has made some changes around here
that I had never pictured in a million years
and thanks to him and other staff mem-
bers, they were able to do it during my time
here at Adrian.”

“I always wanted to play volleyball in
college and Adrian made that happen for
me,” said Natalie. “To sum it up, let’s just
say I’m proud to be a Bulldog baby!”

features 8

Younger brother Mike, Natalie and Troy enjoy a Packers/Lions game at Ford Field in Detroit.

T
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As we listen to all the political talk that comes our way during
this presidential election season, it’s easy to get caught up in the
rhetoric about “illegal immigrants” and lose sight of what should
really concern us during troubled times: finding ways to make
bridges-not fences-between people who have and people who
need.

Focusing on the term “illegal” distracts us from the truth that
most undocumented immigrants are law-abiding people who
pay more in federal taxes than they take out in services. Focusing
on the term “immigrants” allows us to believe that some of our
citizens go without resources—health services, jobs, food—be-
cause there isn’t enough to go around, because “they” are taking
our share.

In fact, in a country as wealthy as ours is, when the average
family home keeps growing even while the average family keeps
shrinking, if there isn’t enough it’s because the system is broken,
not because we couldn’t provide for everyone here if we cared
enough to do it. So long as we blame “them” for an economy that
forces some citizens to choose between paying for medicine and
paying for heat, we won’t come together to demand medicine
and heat and food and dignity for everyone.

What if we tried harder to think about undocumented resi-
dents not as statistics but as human beings—as mothers and fa-
thers trying their best to feed their families, as strangers in need
of shelter and safety, as neighbors deserving of our hospitality?
Our country used to be proud of welcoming the tired and the
poor. If we turn our backs on that legacy, it won’t be because we’re
patriotic or because we love the rule of law. It
will be because we’re greedy and afraid, and because we’ve forgot-
ten the responsibility that goes along with being the Greatest
Nation on Earth.

The presence of illegal immigrants within our borders spawns
suspicion between ethnic groups, polarizes our society along racial
lines, and generally creates a climate of fear.  These fears are justi-
fied by the amount of crime committed in the USA by these unin-
vited strangers, in particular some 2,000 murders and 130,000 sex
crimes. The number of property and other crimes committed by
illegal immigrants is off the scale, as evidenced by the 267,000
illegal immigrants incarcerated in U.S. prisons as of 2005.

Illegal immigrants are not part of the mainstream of lawful
commerce in the USA.  Their economic activities are conducted
underground.   Such transactions illegally evade being taxed.  This
unfairly burdens those of us who pay our fair share of taxes, be-
cause illegal immigrants are heavy users of taxpayer funded
healthcare and social welfare programs.  Moreover, the consump-
tion of the finite resources of these programs by illegal immi-
grants robs their intended beneficiaries: the lawful US citizens
for whom these programs were created and funded.

We must remove all financial incentives of any sort that re-
ward those who enter our country illegally.  Disbursements for
all social and medical care programs must be strictly controlled
so these monies benefit only U.S. citizens and lawful permanent
residents.  Citizenship by birthright may have to be denied to
children born of anyone unlawfully within our borders.   Anyone
that knowingly employs illegal immigrants should be subjected
to severe civil and criminal penalties.

A grant of amnesty for anyone that has entered the USA ille-
gally is wrong.   To reward such criminals with a pardon will only
encourage further lawlessness and insults everyone who has faith-
fully complied with our immigration laws.

The USA is a nation of laws.  Our immigration laws are part of
this body of law.  They must be followed and enforced.  The rule
of law must prevail.

Two Adrian College professors respond

   UNITED

do

POSE
Illegal Immigrants

aThreatto the

STATES?

No Yes David G. Coy ’75
Professor of Accountancy

Ms. Cynthia Bily
Assistant Professor of English
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s the current election cycle continues in full swing
heading toward the November general election, poli-
tics is top of mind of our public consciousness.
While elected officials hold the spotlight, for every
public official we see, there are thousands of
people behind the scenes putting their own stamp
on the political landscape.

And, some of them are Adrian College alumni.

Political Influence
Adrian alumni direct political process from behind the scenes

by michael driehorst ’90

A
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When Dr. Robert Brown ’50 got back from World War II in the
spring of 1946, he was ready to go to college that fall. So he applied
to Albion.

Unfortunately for them, the school was too full to accept him
until February. His friend Jack Charters ’49 and a Methodist min-
ister he knew suggested he look at Adrian instead. He decided to
take summer and fall classes here and then transfer later.

“I never made the switch,” Bob said. “I liked Adrian so much and
got involved with so many activities that I decided to stay.”

As a result, Bob began a lifelong relationship with Adrian Col-
lege, including a college degree, 25 years on staff, and a 12-year stint
on the board of trustees that continues to this day.

Bob returned to Adrian a few years after college to head the strug-
gling admissions department. Two years later Dr. John Dawson
’38 became president, and Brown worked with the remarkable
leader for the next 23 years.

Eventually Bob was promoted to vice president of development,
and went on to serve very successfully as president of Culver-Stock-
ton College in Canton, Mo., from 1978-1989. During that time the
college halted declining enrollment and then more than doubled
it, expanded academic programs, received $33 million in private
gifts, and greatly improved the physical campus. The state-of-the-
art performing arts center, dedicated in 1990, bears his name.

Adrian College influenced Bob in many ways, but the part he’s
happiest about is meeting his wife Carolyn while in the area, to
whom he’s now been married for 51 years. Now that his working
years are over, Bob enjoys travel, golf and gardening – not to men-
tion the seven grandchildren.

“I’m a full-time grandfather now,” he said.
Matt Mika, class of 2001, has worked on

or managed numerous campaigns in
Michigan and New York. He has also
worked as a legislative assistant, and cur-
rently is one of two senior legislative assis-
tants for Tim Walberg, freshman Republi-
can U.S. Representative for Michigan’s 7th

district. Mika has worked for Walberg
since January 2007.

“Every day is different. You never know
what you’re getting into,” Mika said. “Poli-
tics and policy work is 24-7. Some days,
I’m in the office at 7 a.m. and I don’t leave
until midnight.”

Mika serves as the lead staffer on the
Agriculture Committee (of which Walberg
is a member). In addition to advising
Walberg on agricultural issues, he works

on 13 issues, including alternative energy,
the Great Lakes, veterans’ affairs, home-
land security and Native Americans.

Mika said he enjoys the challenge of lead-
ing up so many issues and having to be-
come an expert.

“My job is to advise Congressman
Walberg on what is best for him, his dis-
trict, the state and country as a whole. He
needs to know the pros and cons of every
issue he is asked to vote on, so it is my job
to make sure he has all of the information
he needs to make good choices and explain
his positions,” Mika said.

Mika, who played football and baseball
for Adrian, said he sees many similarities
between politics and sports.

“One reason I love being in politics is

Matt Mika ’01 at work in Washington, D.C.

because it reminds me of sports,” Mika said.
“The campaign is like being on a field, and
it can be intense and very competitive. But,
when it’s over, the candidates shake hands,
move on and look at the bigger picture.”

A level playing field
While Mika is involved on the national

level, Mary Elizabeth St. Clair Stritmatter,
class of 1973, is involved on the grassroots
level. Stritmatter, who with her husband,
Paul, maintains residences in Hoquiam,
Wash., and Palm Springs, Calif., has served
on the board of the Center for Women and
Democracy since 2001.

Founded in 2000, the center is a non-
partisan organization that works to stimu-
late and foster women’s effective partici-
pation and leadership in local, national
and global affairs, according to the group’s
website.

Stritmatter became involved after a
friend on the board nominated her to join.
In the process, she had to show her com-
mitment to empowering women through-
out her life. During her professional ca-
reer, Stritmatter was a professional bar as-
sociation executive, now retired. She has
served as executive director of the Hart-
ford (CT) County, Connecticut, Nevada and
Washington state bar associations.

“Throughout my career, I was very ac-
tive in ensuring access to justice and equal
justice for all people,” Stritmatter said.

Stritmatter said she takes great pride in
being part of the Center for Women and
Democracy. The group’s efforts to empower
women are varied: on the local level in
Washington with monthly networking
dinners; with the University of Washing-
ton in an annual program that involved
40 female graduates and encourages them
to be a leader no matter the role they take
after graduation; and globally with mis-
sions to train women to run for political
office or start their own business. These
trips have been to Jordan, Mexico, Mo-
rocco, Cuba, Chile, South Africa, the Baltics
and other countries.

“These women are very, very brave. In
many instances, they have to fight their
own family and culture to run for political
office,” Stritmatter said.

Virgil P. Bernero ’86
Mayor, City of Lansing

Other Alumni in Politics
Stephen S. Bradley ’69
Gov. Analyst II, State of Florida Agency
for Health Care Admin.

Mark V. Courtade ’76
Assistant U.S. Attorney, U.S. Department
of Justice
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Stritmatter said the main reason she’s
involved in the center is her two grand-
daughters –opening up opportunities for
girls and women.

“One day I was sitting on the floor with
some presidential flash cards teaching
Bailee (who was 4 at the time) the names
of the presidents, and the order in which
they served. As we were picking the cards
up I asked her if she would like to be presi-
dent some day,” Stritmatter said. “With-
out missing a beat she replied, ‘Oh no,
Mimi, you have to be a boy.’”

That thinking that only a “boy” can be
president was something that Stritmatter
inadvertently had taught her granddaugh-
ter. But, through the center, she and oth-
ers want to change that.

“All I want for the women of today and
tomorrow is a level playing field. They’ll
do the rest,” she said.

Preparing for the president
Eric Ochmanek, class of 2002,

Dearborn, Mich., is co-owner of Techsonit
Inc., a software and IT consultant/service.

Mary Elizabeth St. Clair Stritmatter ’73, and one of her inspierations, granddaughter Emma.

He’s also a member of the advance team
for President George W. Bush, First Lady
Laura Bush, Vice President Dick Cheney
and the White House. This means that,
about every six weeks, Ochmanek travels
to cities in advance of, say President Bush,
to spend one to two weeks getting things
ready for the visit. These preparations in-
clude creating the layout of event sites by
developing graphic and backdrop materi-
als to support the person’s message, and
providing materials to local and White
House media.  

An important step in Ochmanek’s “po-
litical life” occurred during his sophomore
year. Already a member of the Young
Republican’s Club – with Matt Mika –
Ochmanek was encouraged to apply for
an internship at the Washington Center at
the University of Pennsylvania by then
Political Science Professor Kim Davis.
Though he was not interested at first,
Ochmanek did apply and was accepted.
That summer, he traveled to the U. of Penn-
sylvania in Philadelphia to learn about the
political process, and volunteer at the 2000
Republican National Convention.

His initial responsibilities were in the
security detail. It was there that he made
connections with members of the Bush-
Cheney team. Those staffers helped
Ochmanek get a position as part of Dick
Cheney’s advance office during the rest of
the convention. Following the convention
and into the fall, Ochmanek continued to
work on the Bush-Cheney campaign, as-
sisting at events throughout Michigan and
several other states.

“During the school year, I was able to
keep up with my classes,” Ochmanek said.
“Because of the smaller classes at Adrian
College, the professors understood the
opportunity I had and allowed me to con-
tinue my coursework while working on
the campaign. If I had gone to another,
larger college, it would’ve been more diffi-
cult.”

Ochmanek served as a volunteer ad-
vance representative through mid 2003,
assisting as needed, and then worked
fulltime in the role until late 2004. Other
political involvement since then has been
as managing director for Media Logistics
and Planning for the 55th Presidential In-

Doyle D. Dow ’69
District Manager, Social Security
Administration

W.R.R. Brinker Fornshill ’91
Assistant General Counsel, Department
of Justice

Frances Reaves Jacobs ‘72
Benefits Officer, Defense Finance and
Accounting Service
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auguration Committee, as confidential assistant to the U.S. Health
& Human Services Secretary Michael Leavitt, and his current role
since mid 2006.

Ochmanek has traveled to 40 states and around the world to
countries in Europe, East Asia and the Pacific Rim, the Middle
East and Scandinavia. In February, Ochmanek traveled to the
West African nation of Ghana to prepare for part of President
Bush’s visit to Africa.

“I’ve had an amazing opportunity to travel, and to learn first
hand the different cultures around the world. It’s an opportunity
that I’ve never taken for granted – not even for a day,” Ochmanek
said.

Adrian’s impact
For all of the success and rich experiences Mika, Stritmatter

and Ochmanek have had, each said their time at Adrian College
played a notable role.

A member of the Phi Kappa Sigma fraternity, Mika said he
gained valuable experience working with school administrators
and others throughout the AC community. In that role and dur-
ing his involvement in sports, Mika said he learned that, “Every-
one has an important role, from the coaches and trainers to every

Melinda J. Loftin ’77
Designated Agency Ethics Official, U.S. Dept. of the Interior

Robert E. Miller ’86
C.P.A., Financial & Personnel Manager Officer, U.S. Embassy,
Tanzania

Melody J. Morris ’05
Federal Law Enforcement Officer, U.S. Dept. of Justice

Joseph P. Ottjepka ’00
Federal Officer, Department of Justice

Michael J. Rogers ‘85
8th District Michigan Congressman, U.S. House
of Representatives

Yvonne L. Benham Wolf ’91
Investigative Specialist, FBI

Mark Worrell ’71
Mayor, City of Monroe

player – and it’s the same here in Washington. Regardless of
whether you’re dealing with interns to elected officials, you must
treat everyone with the same human dignity.”

For Stritmatter, Adrian College has been part of her entire life –
having grown up 1½ blocks away from campus near the corner
of Maumee and Madison. Stritmatter’s parents met at Adrian: her
father, Siah St. Clair, worked for the school in the early 1940s as
the building and grounds superintendent, and her mother, Eliza-
beth Blair graduated in 1946. Stritmatter’s mother later served on
the Adrian Board of Trustees. Stritmatter’s brother, Thomas also
attended AC.

“Adrian College provided me the foundation that the rest of my
life was built on,” Strimatter said. “I learned the business, mana-
gerial and organizational skills that are necessary to run a busi-
ness, like I did with the bar associations.”

Ochmanek said the small class sizes and being able to really
know the professors set the stage for his role in politics.

“The first-hand contact with teachers really shaped my life,
and the small classes gave me the confidence to excel,” he said.

Michael Driehorst ’90 works as a messaging strategist for Hanson
Inc., an interactive market communication firm based in Maumee,
Ohio.

Eric Ochmanek ’02 at his office in Dearborn



Last summer, sophomore Crystal Burnette was chosen for an
internship through the United Methodist Church called the

Ethnic Young Adult Internship Program. She had the chance to
intern in Washington, D.C. with the NAACP. The experience left
Crystal convinced that public policy is her true passion in life.
The internship has proven to be just the beginning of Crystal’s
crusade to advocate equality in the United States.

The following are responses from Crystal about this unique
adventure.

Q: Could you tell me a little bit about the internship?
A:  This past summer I was given the opportunity to intern in
Washington, D.C.  My internship experience was unlike most
others in the city that summer. I was in an internship program
through the United Methodist Church called the Ethnic Young
Adult Internship Program. I was placed with the NAACP (Na-
tional Association for the Advancement of Colored People) -
Washington Bureau.

Q: Did you get to live in the city?
A: Yes. The program housed me on the campus of George Wash-
ington University, right in the heart of D.C.

Q: What was your main responsibility?
A: This is the legislative office of the NAACP, and my supervisor,
Hilary Shelton, is involved with lobbying Congress on behalf of
the NAACP.  I worked as a legislative assistant. 

Q:  What kind of tasks did you work on?
A: I worked on an issue portfolio on racial profiling in America. 
My supervisor would use the information I gathered to lobby
Congress to pass legislation that prohibited racial profiling. 

Q:  That’s impressive. Did you like working on this project?
A: It was exciting!  I was accustomed to my work affecting people
on a much smaller scale, but this could improve many lives.  I
was definitely intrigued. 

Q:  The project you worked on and the internship as a whole was
politically based, are you a political science or public policy major?
A: No. Going into this experience I was, and still am, an English-
Journalism major, but I had always had a soft spot for working on
issues dealing with racial discrimination and promoting equal-
ity and diversity.

Q: Are you involved with any groups that promote equality and
diversity?
A: Yes. I actually helped start an open forum on Adrian College’s
campus.

Q: Really? Tell me a little bit about that.
A: Well, during my freshman year, a friend of mine and I encour-
aged an organization on campus, one that we were a part of, to
put on an open forum about sexuality and race, and they did. 
These forums and others have been staples of the group’s yearly
events ever since. 

Q: I’m sure you’re very proud of your efforts both on and off campus.
How would you say this particular experience has changed you?
A: Reflecting on my experiences after each work-day showed me
that I was meant to do this kind of work.  I want to devote my life
to promoting equality in this country, because there is still so
much that needs to be done.

Q: How are you going to achieve this?
A: Well this is a new dream, so I haven’t worked out all the
kinks. However, some people enforce the laws, I want to change
them or get new ones passed.  I want to raise awareness of the
gross examples of racism that exist in our country and rally people
to make a change. 

Q: That is very admirable, Crystal. What are your plans for after
graduation?
A: I am in the process of applying to graduate schools, and instead
of journalism school, I am looking at Public Policy and Public
Service degrees. I am excited about what is to come, and I owe it all
to Pastor Chris, the Adrian College Chaplain. I also owe it to the
United Methodist Church’s General Board of Church and Society,
and the NAACP - Washington Bureau. I am very fortunate.

 PASSION
internship paves the way for life’s work

a

for Public Policy
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Having worked in the restaurant business since high school,
Kevin O’Mara ’86 had plenty of experience by the time he opened
his own restaurant in 1994.  O’Mara’s Restaurant in Berkeley,
Michigan, is an upscale Irish eatery and brewery that serves Irish
and American cuisine.  He considers the diversity of the clientele
to be one of the greatest accomplishments of the business.  “I’m
proud that we were able to cross generations and still have that
family appeal,” he said.

Kevin is also the owner of an industrial and environmental
chemical testing laboratory, Midwest Analytical Services in
Ferndale, Michigan.  The company works on solutions for indus-
trial chemistry and waste problems, striving to help the manu-
facturer to be more competitive.  He explains that maintaining
environmental standards can be costly for companies, and if his
lab can invent and develop new technology to help uphold these
standards cost-efficiently, the companies can focus on their pri-
mary operations.  The lab is currently working on the field-trial
stages of an ammonia removal process for industrial waste-wa-
ter.

When it came time to start up the businesses (the lab came
first, in 1987), O’Mara felt prepared, having acquired the initia-
tive and leadership skills during his time at AC.  The chemistry
major had re-started the previously dormant chemistry club on
campus and became its president.  “I liked being the boss,” he
said.  He has maintained a relationship with the current chemis-
try faculty and enjoys visits from Dr. Keith McCleary, who brings
students to tour his laboratory.  Afterward, they dine at his restau-
rant.

Kevin is busy, dividing his time between the lab, the restaurant
and his family; he has three teenage children, a daughter in college
and a granddaughter.  He doesn’t consider his professional life to
be as much of a strain as one might imagine.  “It’s been great to
figure out a way to be a scientist, a salesperson, and a businessperson
all rolled into one,” he said.  “It doesn’t seem like a job.”

Kevin O’Mara

Kevin at his restaurant O’Mara’s.
It features American and Irish cui-
sine and decedent homemade des-
serts

n college, students choose a major that best re-
flects their personal strengths and their ambi-
tions in life. Those whose true passion in life is
helping others and taking care of the sick major
in pre-med with hopes of becoming a doctor
some day. Others major in English because their
creativeness is best expressed on a piece of pa-
per. Some are fascinated with how the body
works or how the simplest scientific formulas
are anything but.

Tons of students know exactly what they want to do in life,
thus choosing a major that will get them to that point. However,
there are many students who find out years after graduation that
they are actually interested in something completely different
than what they majored in. Three AC alums have found them-
selves in a life they never imagined while studying in college.
They each use the vast education they gained while at AC but are
not restricted to the very majors they chose. Here are the stories
of these alums who have branched out beyond the worlds of
Chemistry, Fashion Merchandising and Marine Biology.

Branching

Life beyond the college major

I
by tricia bach ’06



The summer before her senior year at Adrian College, Sara
Saksewski Windjue ‘00 realized her career path needed some
adjusting.  She had planned to study marine biology in graduate
school and had accepted an internship in Hawaii with the Pa-
cific Whale Foundation, thinking it would be a beneficial test of
her long-term dedication.  While she loved the experience, she
realized her career interests were more focused in education. Her
greatest satisfaction came from interacting with people and teach-
ing them about the environment and how to care for it.

 Currently, Sara works for the Wisconsin Center for Environ-
mental Education within the University of Wisconsin, Stevens
Point.  She is an Energy Education Specialist for the K-12 Energy
Education Program (KEEP), a state-funded program that is part of
Wisconsin’s Focus on Energy efforts.  She and her colleagues ad-
minister professional development courses and workshops, pro-
viding teachers with advanced skills for incorporating the topic of
energy into their curriculums.  The goal of KEEP is to improve and
increase energy education in K-12 schools.  “We want teachers to
know that it’s not just science; it’s integrated in all areas of life.”
Sara also presents and exhibits at educational conferences, recruit-
ing teachers into participating in their training.

In addition to her work for KEEP within the state, she has
traveled to Taiwan to present and model the program at educa-
tional workshops.  She frequently receives communications from
teachers who have effectively implemented KEEP’s teachings into
their own instruction.  She considers these success stories to be
the greatest reward of her job.

She also appreciates the small steps emerging all around her.
One program is the “Bright Idea Fundraiser” in Wisconsin, in
which students sell compact fluorescent light bulbs rather than
other goods, such as wrapping paper or magazines.  Not only is
the fundraiser huge in terms of profit for the schools—they earn
$2 back for each $3 bulb sold—but it also helps to educate the
community about energy efficiency.  Schools across Wisconsin
have sold hundreds of the bulbs.  “It’s bigger than just raising
money,” she said.  “It’s making a difference.”

Richelle Barron Voelbel ’85 used to think she wanted to de-
sign store windows in the big city.  The Eastpointe, Michigan,
native had switched majors to fashion merchandising and
thought she could use her degree working behind the glass of a
major department store.

While she didn’t make it into the window, she has acquired
plenty of experience in the vast and bustling atmosphere of retail.
After graduating, she worked for three other retail companies
before accepting a position with Godiva Chocolatier as Regional
Manager of the Northeast.  Working her way up the business
ladder at Godiva throughout the past 11 years, she has settled in
her current role within the corporate offices as Director of Glo-
bal Retail Training.  The company created the position so that she
and her team could further develop a broad range of training
tactics, from the way the company sells chocolate to its training
strategies for store management and employees.

Richelle splits her time between offices - one in Wyomissing,
Pennsylvania, and one in New York City.  Since Godiva products
are widely distributed in North America and internationally, she
travels frequently.  In the last year, she traveled to Asia, visiting
stores in Hong Kong, Taipei and Tokyo.

She often coordinates various departments during development
of the training modules.  Recently, she worked with not only her
immediate team, but also the IT department and a video produc-
tion company to produce a training video, which she also helped
to distribute to stores and evaluate in terms of sales revenue.

Richelle takes pride in the mentorship and career develop-
ment that she has helped others to achieve within the company.
She also values witnessing the progress being made, especially
after she has helped to implement a successful strategy.  “To be
part of the development of the project from the beginning, when
it was just an idea, to being there when it is rolled out to the orga-
nization,” pleases Richelle. “It is very exciting to see the store
managers in the field get excited about something that directly
impacts how they run their business.” 
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Sara WindjueRichelle Voelbel

Sara (center) with high school stu-
dents who are building an energy
efficient  house for the community.

Richelle (blond) with colleagues
from Tokyo and Japan.
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Chuck Baer ’59’s job as president of
Becton Dickinson Consumer Prod-

ucts Company was more than just a way to
support his family. It also became a way
for him to get deeply involved in helping
meet the needs of diabetes sufferers world-
wide.

When Chuck became president of world-
wide consumer products for Becton-
Dickinson in 1986, one product line he
was in charge of was diabetes care prod-
ucts, such as syringes, glucose monitors and
lancets. He decided he should have a solid
understanding of his customers and their
needs. His efforts started him on a journey
that led all over the U.S. and the world.

“I had never even known anyone who
was diabetic before that,” said Chuck. “I
wanted to be more involved in understand-
ing our customers’ needs.”

His vice president of marketing was at-
tending a local American Diabetes Asso-
ciation (ADA) meeting, and suggested that
Chuck attend as well. After making some
suggestions at that first meeting, Chuck was
asked to join the local chapter. Eventually,
he was asked to be a chair of the local
group, then he moved up to the state and
eventually national level.

“I couldn’t serve as chair of the national
organization while I was employed with a
pharmaceutical company,” explained
Chuck, “So when I retired in 1998, I was
asked to start my chairmanship commit-
ment.”

The chairmanship for the ADA was a
four-year commitment. Chuck first served
a year as vice president, then chairman
elect, then chairman, and a final year as
past chairman. While serving as chairman,
Chuck’s responsibilities included making
sure the board was active and represented
by all parts of the United States, raising

funds to conduct the ADA’s work, develop-
ing a budget for those funds and oversee-
ing the budget. Chuck was also responsible
for representing the ADA at medical meet-
ings, lay meetings, and appearing on TV.
He was also involved in developing a long-
term strategy for the organization.

But Chuck didn’t just stay in the U.S.
His responsibilities at Becton Dickinson,
and later with the ADA, took him all over
the world to countries such as Canada, Ja-
pan, China, Korea, India, and several Eu-
ropean countries. As a result, he was in-
volved in diabetes organizations world-
wide.

“I traveled to 52 countries while I was
working,” Chuck said. “I got to be involved
with local groups, spent time in the bow-
els of hospitals in New Delhi, and saw
them treat diabetes with acupuncture and
herbs in China.

“I developed a passion to continue to
help,” added Chuck. “I am still involved,
but not as much. One thing I try to do is

“I developed a passion to continue to help...”

Fighting

Alumnus helps diabetes sufferers worldwide

the

GOODFight
by michelle groleau engel ’97

help build local chapters. I also served on
the board of the American Diabetes Asso-
ciation Research Foundation.”

The Research Foundation was estab-
lished to go above and beyond the ADA’s
ability to raise major gifts to directly fund
diabetes research. One hundred percent
of these donations go directly to a variety
of diabetes research projects. Chuck has
helped bring in several hundred thousand
dollars in gifts to the Foundation.

Chuck and his wife Shirley currently
spend approximately six months a year in
California, and the other six months in
Pennsylvania. In California, he has been in-
volved with the diabetes unit at Eisenhower
Medical Center. He has also helped bring
diabetes education and treatment to area
immigrant workers.

“We go out into the fields and bring them

in to get tested and treated,” Chuck ex-
plained. “The ravages of diabetes can be
pretty severe.”

Chuck has brought his willingness to
help others back to his alma mater as well.
He served on the board of trustees for three
years, and has been contributing to the
college for the last 10 years. He will begin
his second term on the board of trustees in
February.

“I am proud of being from Adrian,”
Chuck said. “I look forward to seeing all of
the changes that have been made.”

“I’m willing to take this on because of
the efforts and work and results of the new
president,” Chuck added. “He is the rea-
son we considered coming back, to see the
revitalization of the College.”

Chuck credits his Adrian College expe-
rience with giving him a solid foundation
in life.

“I really enjoyed my experience at
Adrian,” Chuck said. “It built a good basis
for us, both educationally and spiritually.

It gave us a good work ethic, and affected
how I acted both in life and in work.

“I try to live by the philosophy of God
first, family second, work third, and self
last,” Chuck explained. “I figured if I could
keep those priorities straight, I’d be able to
be successful.”

Like so many AC students, Chuck got to
know his professors well and enjoyed the
more personal experience AC offers.

“My professors would try to direct me
toward what might interest me,” Chuck
said. “It was more like a family than a col-
lege. Dr. Peelle was my hero. We had a very
close relationship. I was a lab assistant for
him, and he got me into graduate school
with an assistantship.”

Chuck and his wife Shirley celebrated 50 years
of marriage over the summer, and took their entire
family on a two-week trip to Hawaii. Their son
Mark Baer ‘83 is also an AC alumnus.

Chuck Baer (right) gives an award named in
his honor



Andre Gilbert plays Santa for his Japanese students
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Standing
Alumnus teaches in Japan

out in the Crowd
by andrew krukowski ’06

Andre Gilbert ’06 doesn’t necessarily stand out from a crowd.
       He’s tall, personable and funny. He likes to play video games

and is quite good on the violin.
But he wouldn’t necessarily stand out, which is something the

modest Gilbert would prefer.
However, those days of anonymity are gone. Gilbert, an Asian

Studies major, is currently teaching English to Japanese students
in Japan.

And he sticks out like one American sore thumb.
During his time at Adrian, Gilbert always had an interest in

Japanese.
“This is embarrassing, but I wanted to study Japanese because I

was told that I was good at it,” he said.
Adrian College didn’t have a set Asian Studies curriculum at

the time. Gilbert worked with faculty to carve one out, culminat-
ing in a semester abroad in Japan at the Kansai Gaidai University
in Hirakata, Osaka, Japan.

Before heading over to study in Japan, Gilbert tried to immerse
himself in Japanese culture, studying constantly and frequently
setting up one-on-one tutoring sessions with Japanese interna-
tional students on campus.

He also took an avid interest in Japanese pop culture, like anime
and manga, or Japanese comics.

In 2004, Gilbert made the jump overseas for the first time.
While at Kansai Gaidai, it became clear that it was going to take

some getting used to living in a culture that he had studied for so
long.

“Hello” was a word that Gilbert would learn to ignore. His
looks give him away as an American, so Gilbert would constantly
hear “hellos” from random passersby, butchering the word like
an American would trying to impress a Japanese friend by saying
“Konichiwa.”

At first, Gilbert would stop to say “hello” in return, but quickly
realized that the person talking to him didn’t know English; they
just felt like throwing out a “hello” to get his attention.

He also ran into the foibles of being an American in a new
culture.

“A lot of people asked me if I could rap,” he said. “Or if I knew
Dr. Dre.”

Culture shock or not, Gilbert excelled in his studies in Japan.

“A lot of people asked me
if I could rap...”

When he returned back to the States to finish his degree at
Adrian, he came back changed. He had lost a considerable
amount of weight thanks to the Japanese diet.

He was more active and walked more.
He also carried himself differently, like a man who knew what

he wanted. Gilbert wanted to continue in Japan in some capacity,
whatever it was.

Or so he thought.
In 2006, Gilbert had the opportunity to enroll in a program to

teach students in Japan. He jumped at the chance.
Without the shield of a student at a university, Gilbert entered

into his teaching career at the Katsuta 1st Junior High School to
see the real Japan, both the good and the bad.

“The most rewarding experience [about working in Japan] is
you get a glimpse into a whole different part of Japanese culture
and you make some incredible friends in the process,” he said.

He also learned about American culture at the same time, as he
was asked to portray Santa Claus to some kindergarten Japanese
students.

“I was told that the kids would ask some simple yes or no
questions about Santa, and I’d answer them,” he said.

That went out the window as the kids immediately launched
into a barrage of questions about Santa that are so obvious to
someone who has never seen the jolly, fat man, but wouldn’t
even be thought of by someone who has.

In his classroom, Gilbert works with a Japanese professor to
teach Japanese students better and more complete English pro-
nunciation and conjugation.

It’s difficult and frustrating for both him and the students, he
said. But he knows how the students feel.

“The most defeating thing [about Japan] is learning the lan-
guage itself. You have to really want to learn the language to get
the finer parts of it,” he said.

Not to mention just actually socializing with people in Japan,
which he says is a major hurdle.
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Bob Forbes ’59 has always been appreciative of the education
he received at Adrian College. While attending AC, Bob par-

ticipated in golf and was a member of the Sigma Alpha Epsilon
fraternity.

One of the most influential aspects of attending a college of
Adrian’s caliber is the sense of belonging each student feels.  The
close-knit academic and extra-curricular environments at the
College provide numerous opportunities for students to develop
academically, intellectually, and socially.

The College fosters many qualities in its graduates that help
them to thrive in society. Forbes is just one of countless AC alumni
that have seen their experience at the College translate into suc-
cess in their careers after graduation.

“I remember the one-on-one attention that I received from
our teachers. We seemed to be more than just a number or name
to them,” commented Forbes.  “They seemed to really care about
us as individuals and that we succeeded in our studies.”

Giving back to his alma mater is something very important to
Forbes. Through the years, he has been a very faithful donor to
AC, having made significant contributions to the Renaissance
Campaign, the Ridge Student Center Project and the Commit-
ment to Excellence Campaign.

 He chooses to contribute “because of the liberal arts educa-
tion I received at Adrian College and because I had some of my
most cherished experiences and memories here, I have a desire
to give back for those wonderful years at the College.”

Recently, Bob informed the College of his desire to include AC
in his estate plans. Bob chose to name the College as a benefi-
ciary in his Charitable Remainder Unitrust (CRUT). The CRUT
worked great for Bob’s financial plans as he was able to use long-
term appreciated stock to set up the trust. The trust will pay Bob
a fixed income for the rest of his life and the College is a benefi-
ciary of the trust when Bob passes away.

Forbes is happy with his decision to include the College in his
estate plans.  “The trust not only benefits me, but also my alma
mater - an institution that has meant so much to me through the
years.”

Bob’s planned gift made him the newest member of the John
Dawson Society. For more information about CRUTs, other
planned giving methods or the John Dawson Society, please con-
tact Jim Mahony, Director of Development & Planned Giving, at
517-264-3104 or jmahony@adrian.edu.

Richard W. Balhoff ‘72
Pauleve Benio
Sheri R. Bleam
M. Jean Brines ‘51
Clifford J. Caine
Stanley P. Caine
Ellen A. Cavanagh
George W. Chaffee ‘45
Charles E. Chase ‘68
William R. Chase ‘68
John W. Cisco ‘60
David L. Crawford
Micheal M. Cromley ‘60
Robert K. Crowhurst ‘73
James M. Davis ‘46

what

Jesse R. DeWitt
Frank Dick
Helen J. Doane
James A. Dodd
Betty J. Emmert
Perry T. Foor ‘68
Judy K. Foster ‘63
John S. Geisler ‘61
Richard A. Gurdjian ‘68
Michael J. Hague ‘92
Duane R. Hall ‘60
Carl F. Hawver ‘34
Donald A. Hill
Judith B. Hofmann
James R. Jackson ‘51

Michael H. Jacobitz ‘73
Carolyn J. Jones ‘94
Diane E. Kenyon ‘73
William S. Kenyon ‘74
Robert J. Kuster ‘38
Carl A. Landel ‘51
John J. Makay ‘60
Daryl P. McDonald
George R. McGinnis ‘56
Jack A. Miller ‘60
Kathryn M. Mohr ‘84
James A. Muir ‘51
Kenneth A. Munsch ‘74
Ernest L. Nicolay
Mary Lou Pellowe ‘45

Ronald W. Rickard ‘72
Terrance A. Robinson ’66
Sarah E. Shumate ‘70
Barbara B. Smith
Richard W. Snyder ‘69
Marian H. Starbuck
Richard J. Strowger
Margaret M. Thurston ‘37
Virginia M. Tripp
Gary C. Valade
R. Estelle Wade
Robert P. Ward
Chris L. Willard ‘68

Thank you to the following members of The John Dawson Society

Will

  Be?
LegacyYOUR

Bob Forbes with the Stanley Cup at AC Hockey Dedication

alumni give back19
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course is essential to a democratic society.  This is the business we
are in.

When we understand that truth-seeking is a process that re-
quires individuals who are willing to risk sharing (and often
changing) their positions in the quest for veritas, we see why it is
so important to provide students with a balanced education dur-
ing their undergraduate years.  Colleges that discourage debate in
order to indoctrinate students into a particular political point of
view denigrate the very mission for which universities are cre-
ated.  Students deserve to hear both sides of political issues so
they can then make an informed decisions by which to guide
their lives.

At Adrian College we are building an institution grounded in
the principle of a balanced education.  We hire faculty members
who represent both sides of the political spectrum.  We offer
programs and special lecturers that challenge the prevailing wis-
dom of the right and the left.  We encourage debates that present
all sides of issues.  Through this process of open dialogue we
believe that truth will emerge and we will discover veritas that
can create a better world for ourselves and the communities in
which we live.

As president, I will attempt to safeguard these debates on cam-
pus while joining in where I believe it is appropriate.

Thank you for the honor to serve as president of this great
institution.

This new section for the Alumni Association Board of Directors
will be used to introduce the board and offer information.

Our Mission: To increase pride, loyalty, and support to and for
the promotion of Adrian College and to connect and engage
alumni with one another and their alma mater.

Board Membership:  Maximum of 26 members comprised of
men and women from various professions and decades of gradu-
ation from AC; selected by the board for three-year terms.

2007- 08 Officers:
President Deanna Baker Hartley ’72, Clayton, Michigan
B.A., Bus. Admin.; M.A. Guidance and Counseling, Siena Heights
University; Educational Technology Certification, Michigan State
University; Tech IT Coordinator and Teacher, Madison School
District, Adrian

Vice President Jessie Ellis ’97, Davison, Michigan
B.A., English; Reporter, South Lyon Herald, South Lyon, Michi-
gan; Freelance Writer, Wordsmith Services

Secretary/Treasurer John Geisler ’61, Kalamazoo, Michigan
B.S., Mathematics; ATO; M.Ed., Ed.D., University of Toledo; Re-
tired, Western Michigan University, Counselor/ Education & Psy-
chology

Visit Our Webpage:  www.adrian.edu/alumni/alumni_board.php

Your Feedback: Anything you’d like to know about the Alumni
Board? Send an email to alumniboard@adrian.edu

Alumni Board
News

2007-08 Alumni Association
Board of Directors
Brad Barrett ’04

Jim Culbertson ’63
Kandi Weinlander Eklund ’51

Jessie Ellis ’97
Madeleine Lakatos Fojtik ’82

Michael Fox Jr. ’04
John Geisler ’61

Stephen R. Gregg ’68
Deanna Baker Hartley ’72

D.J. Helser ’71
Kevin Hile ’88

John P. Hiner ’82
Julayne Morningstar Hughes ’86

Jennifer Kay ’03
Mindy Dygert MacDonald ’74
Beth Blonde McCaulley ’01
Marilyn Munsell McNitt ’73
Jill Merithew Ouellette ’89
Laurie Dickens Perkins ’82

Nate Smith ’81
Eric Sullivan ’61

Vicki Eustice Thomas ’80
Marilyn Wilson Ward ’83

Andy Zerkel ’04

Trustees Elected by the
 Alumni Association

Kurt L. Darrow ’77
Lynn A. Schefsky ’70

Jack Shimko ’79
James D. Thomas ’84

letters cont.

veritas cont.

Dr. Jeffrey R. Docking

about each other over the past seven years.  We laughed and
fought, as only friends do, and at the end of the process we were
proud of what we had done.  But we always wanted it to be better.

Brad, I hope I make you proud – I know I have big shoes to fill.

Mellissa Boyd, Contact editor

P.S. I would like to introduce our new associate editor, Ashley
Lee.  She is a Pittsburgh, Pa., native and very excited to be learn-
ing the ropes.  She is a joy to work with and has made this
process fun.

friend cont.

I will always remember Mr. Cassino for he was my teacher
      from 1974-78. He was a highly intelligent man. I was an Art
major and my concentration was painting. He critiqued my paint-
ings and encouraged me in every way. I am sure there is a special
place for him to do more works of Art right now.

Your friend,
Samuel J. Francazio
sam.joe@sbcglobal.net.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
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10 classes
3 challenges
3 months!

Bulldog Reunion Challenge!!

5th Year Reunion

Classes Competing:
1957, 1962,

1967,1972, 1977,
1982, 1987, 1992,

1997, 2002

They made
a difference for
their class and
Adrian College!

*Winner*
Class of 1957
Their class year is
engraved on the

      Bulldog Reunion
  Challenge Cup.

2007 Homecoming Reunion Challenge Winner was
the Class of 1957: L to R - George Evans, Jim
Carlson, Fred Klemm, Laverne Spotts, Bob Ohrman,
and Mike Barrett, with President Jeff Docking.

Class of 1962: L to R - Weimer Hicks, Jr., Kay
Reed Reeves, and Ken Gonser.

Representing the Class of 1967 was Jim
Wiedman.

They
challenged one

another, came back
for Homcoming
and celebrated

together!

Representing the Class of 1972 were Paul
Luttenbacher and Folke Boman.

Class of 1977 members were Kathy Keyes, Doug
VanFossen, Linda Boss, Barb Taylor Salenbien,
Colin McQuade, Cheri Gilman Koester, Connie
Ries, Shelley Sattler-Brossia, Nancy Long Sullivan,
Melinda Loftin, and Debbie Donahue May.

The Class of 1997 was represented by Danelle
Perkins Gittus, Lara Mossa Stump, Heather Bur-
ton, and Laura Tefft Stafford.

Members of the Class of 1987 included Lorinda
Sheppard, Susan Bentley Bowden, and Randy Mudge.

Representing the Class of 1992  were Mike Bilen,
Tracy Michalcik Bilen, and Adam Schumacher.

Representing the Class of 2002 were Troy
Schmidli, Andrea Stump Ames, Janna Roe
D’Amico, and Mike Rankens.

AC Athletic Hall of
Fame recipients with
Dr. Docking: Roger
Davidson ‘67, Chero-
kee Hoaglund Hyzer
‘96, Dr. Docking,
Harold Craft ‘61,
Stephen O’Neill ‘93

Alumni Award winners: Dis-
tinguished Alumni Award;
Ronald L. Batory ‘71, Young
Alumni Achievement Award;
Douglas M. Hudgins ‘86,
Honorary Alumni Award;
Donald A. Kleinsmith,
Alumni Service Award;
George R. Mcginnis ‘56;
Alumni Humanitarian Award;
William H. Hewes ‘37.
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1940s1940s1940s1940s1940s

Harold Lang ’43 wrote to update fellow
alumni. He and his wife, Betty, continue
to live in the Pittsburgh area, where their
two daughters and families live nearby.
While a student at AC, Harold partici-
pated in football and track. He was a
member of the SAE fraternity, served as
junior class president and later as stu-
dent union president. After a tour of duty
with the U.S. Navy, Harold attended Penn
State University, where he studied elec-
trical engineering. He was employed by
Westinghouse Air Brake Co., retiring af-
ter 35 years. At 86 years of age, Harold
continues to play golf and does some
traveling. He stated, “It would be a plea-
sure to hear from former friends from his
college years.” Contact the Alumni Of-
fice for Harold’s address and phone.

Donald Skeels ’44 and his wife, Marion,
celebrated their 60th wedding anniversary
in Oct. Don is retired from the Prudential
Insurance Co. They have three sons,
seven grandchildren and two great-grand-
children. The Skeels live in Adrian.

Duncan ’46 and Allie Lou Dennis
Paterson ’46 celebrated their 60th wed-
ding anniversary in June. Duncan was a
teacher, counselor and dean for 35 years
for the Adrian Public Schools, and Allie
Lou retired after 18 years as a teacher,
also for the Adrian Public Schools. They
have two sons, two daughters, nine grand-
children and one great-grandchild. The
Patersons live in Adrian, and spend their
winters in Haines City, Fla.

class notes
1950s1950s1950s1950s1950s
Robert Wolf ’51 and his wife, Elizabeth,
celebrated their 60th wedding anniversary
on Aug. 22. They live in Tecumseh, where
Robert is the former owner of Wolf’s TV
and Appliance.

Lawrence Dean ’59, retired from teach-
ing physics at universities, junior colleges
and high schools in California and Oregon,
and lives in Concord, Calif., with his wife,
Judith. Before his retirement, Lawrence
also did research work at Lawrenceburg
University. He would enjoy hearing from
classmates from his era at
googing@astound.net.

1960s1960s1960s1960s1960s

Alumni members of the Tau Kappa Epsilon fra-
ternity returned to “The Rock” last fall. The fra-
ternity is the original group who placed the rock
near Rush Union back in the 60’s. The tradition
still lives for students to spray paint the rock
advertising their student organization. The fol-
lowing alums can be seen in the picture, paint-
ing the rock: Ron Reeves ’64, Gary Olsaver ’63,
Doug Pfister ’65, Bob Butz ’67, Lew Rechner
’63, Carlos Alafita ’61, and Matt Wiley ’85.

At the Pellowe Hall Rededication in January, an
interesting reunion took place. Former house-
mother, Arlene “Ma” Phelps identified a gentle-
man for whom she served as babysitter nearly

60 years ago! John Geisler ’61 was in atten-
dance as an Alumni Board member and was
reacquainted with Mrs. Phelps. She took care of
him and his sister, Judy, in Morenci during the
1940s. Arlene’s husband, the late Mickey Phelps
and former AC security officer, was chief of po-
lice for Morenci at the time.

While vacationing in Florida over Thanks-
giving, Carolyn Jones ’94, AC director
of research & constituent management,
went into a bookstore in St. Augustine,
wearing an AC sweatshirt. The store
owner, Barbara Casteel Nailler ’61,
asked if she, too, was a graduate of Adrian
College. Barb and her husband own Wolf’s
Head Books on busy San Marcos Av-
enue. She and her husband, both Ph.D.
retired educators, enjoy being booksell-
ers after a lifetime of loving books. They
welcome AC alumni to visit their store
when in the area, or to visit their website
at www.WolfsHeadBooks.com.

John Makay ’60 retired from his full-time
faculty position at Bowling Green State
University, and has been awarded status
as Professor Emeritus in Interpersonal
Communication in the School of Commu-
nication Studies. Currently he is an ad-
junct faculty member at both Lourdes
College in Sylvania, Ohio, and Owens
Community College in Toledo. John’s
textbook, Public Speaking: Communica-
tion for Effective Results will be published
this fall by Kendall/Hunt Publishing Com-
pany. This is the fifth edition of the book
and two new co-authors have been
added. John resides in Maumee, Ohio.

class notes
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Larry Patterson ’60 was honored at the
November annual awards presentation by
the Sturgis Area Chamber of Commerce.
Larry, a Chamber member since 1960 and
resident of Sturgis, was honored for Out-
standing Community Service. He has di-
rected numerous Michigan Week variety
shows, the “Miss Sturgis” pageants and
the first “Mr. Sturgis” pageant in 2006.
Larry, a retired teacher, has been direct-
ing shows for nearly 50 years, nearing
his 100th production.

Donald Grimes ’61 and his wife, Ber-
tha, celebrated their 50th wedding anni-
versary in May, and traveled to Hawaii later
in the year. They have three children, in-
cluding Sue Ellen Grimes Beckey ’81,
eight grandchildren and one great-grand-
daughter.

Keith Smith ’61 and his wife, Dorothy,
celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary
in June. Keith serves as minister of pas-
toral care at the Element Church,
Blissfield and Adrian campuses. The
Smiths live in Blissfield.

Ken Gonser ’62 and his wife, Evie, cel-
ebrated their 48th wedding anniversary in
June. Ken retired as director of Goodwill
Industries. The Gonsers, residents of
Adrian, have three daughters and seven
grandchildren.

Pictured with President Docking is Beth Emrick
Lohr ’66 (far right), a resident of New York, re-
turned to campus recently with her daughter,
Jennifer, and granddaughter. Beth spent the day
seeing the many changes on campus and remi-
niscing with friends in the area. Granddaughter
Tori is considering the alma mater of her grand-
mother and grandfather, Steve Dhondt ’66.

Roberta Miller Gambill ’69 and her hus-
band, Kenneth, celebrated their 50th wed-
ding anniversary in November. They live
in Jonesboro, Ark., and have four children
and four grandchildren. Roberta retired
from Madison School (Mich.) after teach-
ing first grade for 32 years.

1970s1970s1970s1970s1970s

Pi Kappa Alpha had their 33rd annual Homecom-
ing reunion, with John Cowan ’73 leading the
Brothers in the Pike cheer, joined by Dave Sheely
’68, Bill Kammerer ’73, Harry Kammerer ’74,
Rick Smith ’73, Denny Bird ’72, Tom Leman
’74, Jim Matherne ’76, Mike Bloom ’72, Wynn
Hensel ’74, Rocky Bradford ’75, Dan Cropsey
’73, Hugh Lesnet ’70, Dave Neuhauser ’74,
Tim Schreck ’74, and Ron Pruett ’72.

Friends from the Class of 1970 gathered for a
mini-reunion in Dundee in October. Front L-R:
Sandy Shannon McMaster of Tecumseh,
Dorothy Ewald McLaren of Royal Oak; Back
L-R: Marty Knittle Stoner of Monroe and Sa-
rah Shumate of Hollywood, Fla. Sarah was on
her way to Adrian for a trustee meeting.

David Anderson ’74, a Troy attorney for
over 30 years, has announced his candi-
dacy for Oakland County Circuit Court
Judge. David is seeking one of two judi-
cial seats available this year on the Oak-
land bench. The primary election is
scheduled for August 5 and the general
election will be held November 4, 2008.

David welcomes assistance with his cam-
paign and may be reached by email at
dcalaw08@att.net.

Sheila Lenderman ’71 has retired from
teaching after 30 years and now works
with the Leader Dogs for the Blind in Roch-
ester.

Robert Conklin ’74, of Boardman, Ohio,
accepted the athletic director position at
Austintown Fitch High School, in July.
Previously, Bob served in the same ca-
pacity at Ashtabula Lakeside.

Carol Robinson Turner ’77 and her hus-
band, Ralph, celebrated their 30th wed-
ding anniversary in August. The Turners
live in Adrian, and Carol is a teacher for
the Hudson Area Schools. They have one
daughter.

The Douglas Company, owned by Peter
Douglas ’78 of Toledo, made the Inc 5000
list of fastest growing companies. It was
the largest commercial general contract-
ing company to achieve this distinction.

1980s1980s1980s1980s1980s
Brian ’80 and Jyll Aldridge Lilly ’81
hosted a gathering of alumni in their sub-
urban Pittsburgh  home in mid Novem-
ber. President Jeff Docking, Exec. V.P.
Rick Creehan and V.P. for Development
Ron Reeves ’64 joined the evening of
conversation and a video presentation
sharing the latest news from campus. The
reception coincided with admissions re-
cruiting efforts at Pittsburgh high schools
during the same week; this was the first
recruitment in Pittsburgh since the strong
influx of students from that area of past
decades.

Nancy Zielke ’80, of Kansas City, Kan.,
joined Alvarez & Marsal as a director.
Nancy will concentrate on public sector
financial planning and management analy-
ses, internal business process improve-
ment, and economic development and
capital financings for local and state gov-
ernments, public utilities and institutions
of higher education. Nancy has more than
25 years of experience, working in state
and local government, public utilities and
most recently higher education, where
she served in senior financial administra-
tive positions. Over the course of her ca-
reer, she has testified as a finance ex-
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pert at deposition, trial, arbitration, and
mediation hearings, as well as before
state legislatures and various local and
federal regulatory agencies.

Robert W. King ’83 recently began a
new job with Bristol-Myers Squibb in
Lawrenceville,NJ,as a Principal Investigator
and the Head of the Molecular Biology
Group in the Division of
Biopharmaceutical Sciences and Tech-
nologies.  In addition, he has recently
started his own business, Crown Custom
Bonsai, in which he designs and creates
commissioned bonsai for the home and
garden. Robert and his wife, Emily, live
in West Chester, Pennsylvania with their
two daughters, Rebecca and Jessica.

Crystal Mecartney MacAllum ’85 was
the first recipient of the Distinguished
Alumni Award from the Adrian College
psychology department. She was recog-
nized for her career in research that has
benefited child welfare. She and her hus-
band, Keith, live in Maryland.

Stuart MacDonald ’86 has embarked on
a new endeavor: two TV shows which can
be seen on Comcast channel 95 in
Lenawee County. One of the shows,
hosted by Stuart, is called StuVision and
his partner is the host of Look! Stuart also
plans to put the shows on the channel’s
website, www.ontv95.com.

Don Brock ’87 was recently appointed
the new medical director of Bixby Medi-
cal Center and Herrick Medical Center’s
emergency services.

Robert Duggan ’87 sent in an update
for his 20-year reunion. He is a member
of the Screen Actors Guild, working in
commercials for Universal Studios,
Disney and Busch Gardens. Bob also had
a Regions Bank ad that ran nationwide
for two years, and has done a few ads
with Tiger Woods, as well as other local
commercials. When not working as an
actor, Bob works as a Florida realtor. Bob
states he is a regular blood donor, having
donated 100 times since graduation from
Adrian College, and encourages every-
one to donate. Bob would enjoy hearing
from friends at rduggan898@aol.com.

Jim Dell ’88 is the new principal of Rob-
ert Kerr Elementary School, Durand Area
Schools in Shiawassee County. Jim

Background
In the fall of 1988, I was a member of

the Adrian College band, under the direc-
tion of Mr. Tom Tacke.  I wanted to write a
new fight song and Tom encouraged me
to give it a try.  Tom liked my original ver-
sion and let the band play the song for the
next few seasons, then it got shuffled away
on a shelf in Spencer Hall’s music library.

Last fall, I read in Contact that the Col-
lege was hoping to build a new marching
band for the 2007 football season.  One
specific line in the article posed the ques-
tion, “Have you heard the Adrian College
fight song lately?”  I thought to myself,
“Which one?”  So, I called Dr. Marty Marks
and introduced myself.  Dr. Marks was
able to find my original piece and sent it
to me. I expressed my interest in rework-
ing my original fight song into a newer
version.  Enthusiastically, both Dr. Marks
and Dr. Docking gave me the green light
to rework the piece.  Two months later, I
was finished with a much better tune and
stronger lyrics.  The College liked it so
much that they decided to adopt the
melody and lyrics, and I was absolutely
thrilled!

Melody
The inspiration for the melody comes

from The 40 Greatest College Fight Songs,
recorded by the University of Michigan
marching band.   If one listens closely to
my new Adrian fight song, they can hear
musical references to the fight songs of
Northwestern, Wisconsin, Michigan
State, and the University of Michigan.  Yet,
Hail Adrian is written to sound uniquely
its own.

The story behind the new Adrian College
fight song, Hail Adrian!

    Come…

a
MELODY
whoseTime has

by darin mcnabb ’89

Lyrics
I wanted the words to be non-gender and

non-sport specific. I also wanted to pro-
mote a positive, up-beat message that in-
cluded references to school pride, school
colors, a supportive crowd, and the Bull-
dog mascot.  Finally, I wanted to be sure to
include the words “heroes”, “champions”,
and “victory” to convey the concepts of
excellence, pride and success, concepts I
think Adrian College has always strived to
instill in its graduates.

Final Words
I am honored to have composed the

words and music for Adrian’s new fight
song. I just wanted to give something back
to the school that is unique and meaning-
ful.  I am so proud to know that my music
will help create that great atmosphere
found only at collegiate athletic events for
many years to come!

Hail Adrian!
Hail, hail to Adrian –
The home of the Black and the Gold!
Cheer, cheer for Adrian –
Lift high your voices, proud and bold,
“Go, Dawgs, Go!”
Fight, fight for Adrian –
And champions again we will be!
Our heroes will score,
and the crowd will roar,
“Another Bulldog victory!”

Darin McNabb ‘89 is currently in his 18th year of
directing band at North Huron Schools in the up-
per Thumb region of Michigan.  He and his wife
Brooke live just west of Bad Axe with their 10-
month old triplet daughters, Audrey, Caroline and
Lily, and their faithful little dog, Oliver.
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worked for Laingsburg Community
Schools for 18 years as a coach, teacher
and administrator. Jim and his family live
in DeWitt.

Mark Ayers ’89 of Adrian, was recently
promoted by Masco Builder Cabinet
Group (MBCG), the parent company of
Merillat and Quality Cabinets, to vice
president of marketing. Mark has been
with Masco since 2003, and previously
was director of product and business de-
velopment for MBCG.

Ann Gulliver Jones ’89 has resumed
teaching after being a stay-at-home mom
for the past 13 years. She accepted a
position as a sixth grade teacher at
Sandusky Middle School, in the town
where she and her husband, Brian Jones

’88, live with their three children, Elaina,
13, Krissa, 10, and Ben, 7. Brian has
been the middle school counselor for the
past eight years at Sandusky, and is now
a high school counselor there.

Births

Janet U’Ren Wisuri ’86 and her hus-
band, Paul, announce the birth of their
ninth child, Joel Matthew, on Dec. 20,
2006. He joins siblings Erik, 16, Emily,
14, Alex, 12, Mary, 11, Hanna, 9, Leah,
7, Nathan, 5, and Owen, 2. The Wisuri
family lives in Ishpeming.

Marikate Leavens ’89 and Thomas
Mack ’89 welcomed their first child, Noah
Gabriel Leavens Mack, into their family on
Dec. 15, 2006. Thomas has worked for
National City Bank since 1989, and
Marikate is employed by Heritage Day
Health Services, an adult day care agency.
They continue to live in Columbus, Ohio.

1990s1990s1990s1990s1990s
Laura Newberry Covintree ’91 has

campaign director before taking the new
position in New York state.
Michelle Ley Lehman ’94 has pur-
chased the former dental practice of Dr.
Larry K. Cox in Adrian. She and her hus-
band, Adam, have three children and live
in Manchester. Michelle did her post-
graduate work at the University of Michi-
gan and had been working at a practice
in Jackson.

Michael Ragsdale ’94 has authored two
books, Dreamweaver I and Dreamweaver
II, novels about international conspiracies,
which have been turned into screenplays.
When Michael is not writing novels, po-
etry, or working on wire sculptures, he is
a professional stock trader on the New
York Stock Exchange. For more about
the novel, see
www.dreamweavernovel.blogspot.com/.

Mark Adamski ’95 has been appointed
as Assistant Principal for Chippewa Val-
ley High School, in Clinton Township,
Michigan. Mark has been a teacher at
CVHS for eight years and has been work-
ing in an administrative role for the past
year. The appointment is effective Janu-
ary 21, 2008, at the start of the second
semester. Mark, wife Aimee Lanning
’95, daughters Megan and Janine, son
Evan, and dog Cooper, reside in Sterling
Heights.

Eric Metz ’95, wife Rose Noll Metz ’95,
and their two sons recently moved to
Hickory, Ky. Having completed his resi-
dency at Garden City (Mich.) Hospital,
Eric opened a private practice as an or-
thopedic surgeon at Jackson Purchase
Medical Center in Kentucky.

Alisun DeKock ’96 completed her
master’s degree in library and informa-
tion science at the University of Illinois.
She accepted a position as library ser-

been promoted to chief development of-
ficer of Lighthouse of Oakland County, Inc.
She previously served as their senior de-
velopment officer. Prior to Lighthouse,
Laura held management positions in
fundraising and development at St.
Joseph’s Healthcare, the St. Vincent and
Sarah Fisher Center and the National
Conference for Community and Justice.
Laura holds an accreditation for Certified
Fund Raising Executive and is a board
member of the Clarkston Community His-
torical Society. Laura and her husband,
Lars Covintree ’93, live in Clarkston.

Kevin Stone ’91, of Kodak, Tenn., a 2004
Paralympic Summer Games team med-
alist, and three time U.S. World Team
member, finished the 123rd U.S. National
Championships by breaking nine national
records. Kevin’s finish was fifth overall at
Cheongju, Republic of Korea, while guar-
anteeing the U.S. a shot for a medal in
the largest athletic event in the world. As
a member of his 6th International & 3rd U.S.
World Championship Team, Kevin has
served as a speaker for the U.S. Dream
Team over the summer.

Jason Mutzfeld ’93 has joined the Infor-
mation Technology Department of Tri-
State University in Angola, Ind., as a net-
work engineer. Jason will be applying his
12-plus years of IT experience oversee-
ing the University’s technology infrastruc-
ture as the campus undergoes major ex-
pansion. Jason currently resides in
Garrett, Ind., with his wife, Cathy, and their
two children. He also serves as the Me-
dia Minister for The Crossing Church of
the Nazarene in Garrett.

Mathwon Howard ’94 began his duties
as assistant vice president for develop-
ment at Binghamton University (N.Y.) in
July. Mathwon was associated with the
Eastern Michigan University Foundation
as their senior director of major gifts and

Mark Adamski ’95

Janet U’Ren Wisuri ’86 and family

Laura Newberry Covintree ’91



vices manager for the Shedd
Aquarium in Chicago. Previously,
Alisun worked for the Adler Plan-
etarium for six years. She has lived
in Chicago since graduating from
Adrian.

Laura Tefft Stafford ’97 is employed
for Simon Property Group, the larg-
est real estate investment trust, as a
regional marketing and business de-
velopment director for the Mid-Atlan-
tic Region. She is based in the Wash-
ington D.C. area overseeing Mary-
land, D.C., and Virginia. Laura re-
ceived an MBA from the University of
Phoenix and became a certified mar-
keting director. She and her husband,
Scott, live in Maryland.

Aaron Swiggum ’99 was recently
promoted from audit principal to au-
dit shareholder, by The William
Vaughan Co., a Maumee, Ohio-
based tax, accounting and financial
reporting services firm. Aaron special-
izes in auditing, evaluating internal
controls and performing fraud inves-
tigations for William Vaughan Co.’s
health care, service, manufacturing
and construction clients. He and wife
Amanda Bailey Swiggum ’03 and
their family live in Blissfield.

WeddingsWeddingsWeddingsWeddingsWeddings

Jenny Gruber ’94 and Joel Hagy
were married April 21, in a small
family ceremony in Huron, Ohio,
where the couple makes their
home. Jenny is an account man-
ager for an apparel manufacturer,
Hartwell Industries, of Hartwell, Ga.,

that supplies logo apparel to the
promotional products industry.
Jeff Willet ’96 and Anna Grossman
were married Jan. 29. Their wedding
ceremony took place at Jeff’s Pow-
erhouse Gym. Jeff opened Power-
house Gym in downtown Adrian in
2004. In 2003, he was named “Mr.
Universe,” winning the highest honor
from the International Federation of
Body Builders.

BirthsBirthsBirthsBirthsBirths

Pete ’91 and Sherri Stamm
Mazzoni ’97 announce the birth of
their son, Ethan Jonathan, on Aug.
20. The Mazzoni family lives in Livo-
nia. Sherri is a fourth grade teacher
at Keystone Academy in Belleville,
and Pete is a business and market-
ing teacher and hockey coach at
Churchill High School in Livonia.

Harry ’93 and Janice Wolf Harmon
’96 announce the birth of their son,
Wyatt Grant, on April 14, 2006. Harry
is a locomotive engineer and Janice
is a paralegal for Kerr, Russell and
Weber, PLC, in Detroit. The Harmon
family resides in Taylor.

Kimberly Lewis Lindeen ’93 and

Ethan Jonathan Mazzoni

Jenny Gruber Hagy ’94
and husband Joel

Wyatt Grant Harmon
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John Weaver ‘72 has retired from Delphi Elec-
tronics and Safety, where he was Manager of Con-

tamination Control, and has accepted the position
of Facility Manager of the Birck Nanotechnology
Center at Purdue University.  The BNC has been
described as the foremost nanotechnology research
facility in the United States, and boasts the largest
and cleanest university cleanroom in the country.

John is also an accomplished author. He has had a
fascination with forts and fortifications that dates
back to his childhood.  Combined with a love of
history, John spent 22 years researching masonry
coastal fortifications in the United States that were
built from 1816-1867.  These masterpieces of design
and workmanship were built in response to the War
of 1812 and saw action in the Civil War.  Such house-
hold names as Fort Sumter, Fort Pickens, Fort
Jefferson, and Fort Taylor were key elements of this
group of 42 forts.  A Legacy in Brick and Stone has
been termed the definitive history of these fortifica-
tions and has been used by historians here and
abroad.  It has also been used as a college textbook.  A
copy is available in the Shipman Library.

 Weaver is also the author of a technical book en-
titled A User’s Guide to Cleanroom Design and
Construction.  Published in 1986, it is now out of
print.

John ’72 and Janet Hudson Weaver ’73 live in
Kokomo, Indiana, with their children Rick and Susan
’04 each living within a few miles of their home.

  to
from

FORTS

Alum uses his liberal arts education

Nanotechnology
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her husband, Jerry, announce the birth of
their son, Samuel Lewis, on Aug. 22. He
joins sister Elizabeth, 4. Grandparents
are Robert ’65 and Michele Collins
Lewis ’65. Kimberly is the manager of
Bremer Bank in Richfield, Minn. The
Lindeen family lives in Shakopee, Minn.

Jackie Sauls Jackson ’94 and her hus-
band, Tommy, announce the birth of their
son, Lincoln Thomas, on June 4. He joins
brothers John Henry, Fletcher, and Coo-
per. The Jackson family lives in
Kernersville, N.C.

Mayumi Takebayashi Hamid ’95 and
her husband, Darul, announce the birth
of their daughter, Yuika Ailin, on Aug. 2.
She joins brother Azka. The Hamid fam-
ily currently lives in Japan, and their per-
manent home is in Malaysia.

Sherry Hildenbrand Richmond ’95 and
her husband, Mark, announce the
birth of their second child, Mya Diane,
on Dec. 6, 2006. She was welcomed
home by her sister, Grace. Sherry is
a stay-at-home mom and they live on
their family dairy farm in Lowell. They
would enjoy hearing from friends at
srichmond@homeworkswildblue.com.

Kimberly Halbeisen Tilsen ’95 and
her husband, Sam, announce the
birth of their son, Cade Philip, on July
23. Kimberly is an operational strat-
egy and optimization manager for
Restoration Hardware. The Tilsen
family lives in Oakland, Calif.

Jason ’97 and Lorri Johnson
Melynchek ’00 announce the birth of
their son, Caden James, on June 28.
He joins brother Zackary, 3. Jason is
the principal of Flushing High School
and Lorri is a stay-at-home mom. The
Melyncheks reside in Fenton, and
would enjoy hearing from friends at
jmelynchek@yahoo.com.

Beth Weidmayer Heiss ’98 and her
husband, Jim, announce the birth of
their daughter, Emily Beth, on May 20.
The Heiss family lives in Chelsea,

Elizabeth and Samuel Lindeen

Azka and Yuika Hamid

Mya and Grace Richmond

where Beth is a stay-at-home mom.

Shari Goranowski Wojewoda ’98 and
her husband, Andy, welcomed their third
child on March 22. Anthony has a 2-year-
old brother, Andrew, and a sister, Amelia,
who is deceased. Shari works evenings
as a recreation leader for developmentally
disabled adults and would enjoy hearing
from friends at gowoje@hotmail.com. The
Wojewoda family lives in Missouri.

Marie Sharlow Gluza ’99 and her hus-
band, Phil, announce the birth of their first
child, Payton Marie, on May 20. The
Gluza family lives in Sylvania, Ohio.

2000s2000s2000s2000s2000s
Claudia Place ’07, a graduate school
student in Food Science at Michigan
State University, was recently awarded a
competitive co-op internship position with
Campbell’s. Claudia was the only one of
ten students from the program who was
offered the internship.

Scott McNeish ’07 was awarded an aca-
demic grant, which can be used at any
Michigan school, from the Detroit Soci-
ety of Professional Journalists. Scott is
one of only four recipients to receive this
grant across the state. He has also
landed an internship at MLB.com and will
be an associate beat reporter for the De-

Emily Beth Heiss

Andrew and Anthony Wojewoda

Cade Philip Tilsen

Caden James Melynchek
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troit Tigers next season. He will be
covering all of the Tigers’ home
games. Scott currently works for The
Daily Telegram in Lenawee County
as a sports writer and presently lives
in Adrian. He will be moving to
Northville, Michigan next month to
begin his internship.

Weddings

Adrianne “Annie” Andrzejewski
’00 and John Rehm were married
Sept. 9, 2006, at Catholic Central
High School in Novi. AC alumni and
friends attending the wedding were
Rob ’00 and Amy Long Kuchar ’00,
Kelly Cox Wine ’00, Kate Orben
Herring ’00, Sarah Singleton
Lambert ’00, and Amanda
Hitchcock Pace ’00. The couple re-
sides in Plymouth. Annie works for a
market research firm in Ann Arbor.

David Slagle ’00 and Connie Kohl
were married July 8, 2006. Serving
as the best man was David’s brother,
Daniel Slagle ’00. David is currently
employed with Tinora High School in

Defiance County, Ohio, as a social
studies teacher. He completed his
master of arts in education degree
from Defiance College in July 2007.
The couple lives in Bryan, Ohio.

Mindy Laske ’01 and Matthew

Schiermyer ’01 were married in Co-
coa Beach, Fla., on Dec. 29, 2006.
Serving as the best man was Adam

Schiermyer ’01. Groomsmen in-
cluded Ryan Speiser ’01, David

Frederick ’00, Mike Riley ’01, Ja-

son McKillen ’00, Joe Ottjepka

’00, Sid Disbrow ’00, and former stu-
dent Andy Bartos. The bridesmaids
included Andrea Page Miller ’03

and Jenny Mann-Gonzalez ’01.
Alumni attending included Alison

Garnett Davis ’02, Amber Reed

’04, Mandi Graham ’02, Kelly

Sullivan ’02, Chris Stewart ’03,
Matt Putman ’04, and Beth

Amman ’02. Matt and Mindy live in
Titusville, Fla., where Matt is a chi-
ropractor. Mindy teaches tenth grade
English and coaches varsity girl’s
soccer at Edgewood Junior Senior
High School in Merritt Island, Fla.

Leigh Anne Cramer ’02 and Chris-
topher Cowger were married June 24,
2006, in Canton, Ohio. In attendance
were Aimee Fink ’02, Adam

Puszczewicz ’02, Beckie Conover

’01, who served as a bridesmaid, and
former students Paul Young and April
Richwalski. Also in attendance were
former Adrian College head athletic
trainer Jeff Curley and family, whose
daughter, Morgan, served as the
flower girl.

Annie Andrzejewski Rehm ’00
and husband John

Mindy Laske Schiermyer ’01
and Matthew Schiermyer ’01

Connie and David Slagle ’00

Students who dream of traveling the world can
now make it a reality thanks to a new scholar-

ship at Adrian College, the McGinnis-Burris Re-
naissance Travel Award. George McGinnis ’56 and
his wife Janice realized the significance of study
abroad opportunities while traveling with Bryan
Bott on two EF Educational Tours in 2000 and 2001.
Their trip to Europe and the experience of getting to
know the students fueled McGinnis’ belief that in-
ternational travel is important.

“These experiences are life changing,” said
McGinnis. “International travel helps individuals
better understand their world. It gives them new
perspectives on their own places within the global
community.”

McGinnis wanted to give something to the stu-
dents the same way he was helped when he was a
student. “I had an exceptional experience as a stu-
dent here at Adrian College because of the alums
and professors who mentored and supported me. I
have never forgotten that experience.”

The endowment of this award signifies his com-
mitment to the students and will help those who
travel internationally through Adrian College pro-
grams. The first two students to be offered this schol-
arship are Lindsay Hildebrant ’08 and Anthony Baird
’09.  Hildebrant is using the scholarship this semes-
ter to travel to South Africa. Baird will be traveling
to Japan in the fall of 2008.

George McGinnis is a former Adrian College
trustee and board member and gives this award in
memory and honor of his mother and father, Ernest
McGinnis, Sr. and Bessie Burris-McGinnis.

Studying
Abroad

New scholarship for student
travel is offered
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Leigh Anne Cramer Cowger ’02
and husband Christopher

Julia Mead ’02 and Jeremi Pearce were
married Oct. 27, in Michigan City, Ind.
Alpha Sigma Alpha sisters in attendance
included Andrea Krukowski ’03, Caren
Phipps ’01, Shanita Sherman ’03, and
former AC student Kim Knatz.

Laura Pitcher ’03 and Marc Mauren were
married Dec. 1, in Lansing. Alumni at-
tending the wedding included Don Jones
’01, Brian ’03 and Alison Cousino
Sills’03, Dave ’02 and Colleen Fahmer
Struble ’03, Leah March ’04, Adam
Pitcher ’06, and current AC sophomore
Allison Lofgren.

Kirk Cleland ’04 and Stephanie Roos

’05 celebrated their first wedding anniver-
sary this past summer. They were mar-
ried June 17, 2006, in Livonia. Alumni
wedding party attendants included Der-

rick Jauss ’03, Mandy Burke ’04, and
Jenn Young ’06. Kirk will receive his M.D.
from Wayne State University in June, and
will continue his training in an orthopedic
surgery residency. Stephanie is a seventh
grade English and math teacher in the
Wayne Westland School District. The
couple lives in Royal Oak.

Lindsay Crutchfield ’04 and Christopher
Trepanowski were married Dec. 22, 2006,
at Cornerstone Baptist Church in
Roseville. The wedding party included
Adrian graduates Abbey Adams ’04 and
Aaron ’02 and Amanda Shuffler Moran
’04. Alumni in attendance included Erika
Anderson ’04, Carey Baugh ’04, Jeff
Baumgardner ’06, Mandy Burke ’04,
Kirk ’04 and Stephanie Roos Cleland
’05, Catherine Converse ’05, Keith
Coates ’03, Colby Davis ’04, Meaghan
Henneberry ’04, Kevin ’03 and Erin
Scott Inkrott ’04, Jen Kay ’03, Kristin
Kepsel ’04, Robin Johnson Kihn ’04,
Kristin Michalkiewicz ’04, Margo
Michalkiewicz ’05, Jessica Michie ’06,
Bianca Mieth ’05, Lucy Mitchell ’03,
Adam Novak ’04, Erin Renaud ’02, Jeff
Schueler ’05, and Dave ’05 and Theresa
Tanghe Smith ’04. Lindsay is complet-
ing her doctorate in physical therapy. The
couple lives in Auburn Hills.

Stephanie Hutton ’05 and William Mar-
tin were married Dec. 9, 2006, in Cincin-
nati, Ohio, at Faith Lutheran Church.

Kirk Cleland ’04 and
Stephanie Roos Cleland ’05

Lindsay Crutchfield Trepanowski ’04
and husband Christopher

Andrea Robison ’05 served as a brides-
maid and Crystal Tursich ’05 attended
as a guest. The Martins are living in San
Diego, Calif.

BirthsBirthsBirthsBirthsBirths
Robert ’00 and Rebecca Dewey Arndt

’00 announce the birth of their daughter,
Monica Suzanne, on April 2. She joins
sister Delaney Erin, 3. Bob is employed
as an accountant and Rebecca is a mu-
sic teacher. Friends may contact them
at dewey524@yahoo.com.

Jay ’01 and Kelly Jo Waldron Gilmore

’00 announce the birth of their son, Iain
James, on Jan. 12. He joins sister Abby,
3, and brother Bradyn, 6. Kelly Jo is the
communications manager at Gleaner Life
Insurance Society, and Jay is employed
by Tri-State Concrete Services and the
owner of Gilmore Enterprises Construc-
tion Company. The Gilmore family lives
in Blissfield.

Tomas ’01 and Aubrey Repicky Hajek

’01 announce the birth of their daughter,
Anika Marie, on Sept. 11. The Hajek fam-
ily lives in Fenton.

Adam Schiermyer ’01 and his wife,
Leslie, announce the birth of their daugh-
ter, Addison Grace, on Oct. 26. Adam
teaches physical education at Santan El-
ementary in Chandler, Ariz., and coaches
football at Perry High School. The
Schiermyers live in Queen Creek, Ariz.

Ken ’02 and Angela Mulbrecht Howe

’03 announce the birth of their second
daughter, Riley Marie, on April 8. Riley
joins sister Delaney Rose, 2. The Howes
live in Clinton Township, where Ken works
as a bank manager and Angela operates
her own business.

Addison Grace Schiermyer

Laura Pitcher Mauren ’03
and husband Marc
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Megan Adams Kempter ’02 and her
husband, Tim, announce the birth of their
son, Ryan Joseph, on June 8. The
Kempters live in Litchfield, and Megan
teaches sixth grade social studies at
Quincy Middle School.

Luigi ’03 and Aja Blackwell Russo ’03

announce the birth of their son, Oscar
Sebastian, on Aug. 24. The Russo fam-
ily lives in Cleveland, Ohio.

Mathew ’05 and Jennifer Lindimore

Zatkin ’04 announce the birth of their first
son, Nolan James, on May 7. The Zatkin
family lives in Holt, Mich.

Ryan Joseph Kempter

Nolan James Zatkin

In MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn Memoriam
Frances Ruesink Foltz ’32, a resident
of Adrian and former Clayton High School
teacher, died Aug. 20. Frances put her
efforts into community awareness and
improving the availability of services for
families with mentally disabled children.
In 1970, she established the Adrian chap-
ter of ARC and served as their first presi-
dent. She also served on the boards of
LARC and HOPE. In 1994, Frances re-
ceived the Alumni Humanitarian Award
from Adrian College. She is survived by
five children, 11 grandchildren and 14
great-grandchildren.

Elwood “Butch” Scholl ’32, a resident
of Northville and member of SAE frater-
nity, died Oct. 5. He retired from Chrysler
Corp. in 1974, after 27 years of service.
Survivors include two sons.

Katherine Henninger Ehlert ’35, a resi-
dent of Palmyra and former nurse’s aide
at Herrick Hospital in Tecumseh, died
June 21. Survivors include three sons and
one sister.

Howard Frayer ’37, a resident of Adrian,
died Jan. 20. He was preceded in death
by his wife, Rachel Beal Frayer ’34.
Survivors include a son and one brother.

Dorothy Davis Kapnick ’39, a resident
of Adrian and a founder of the Adrian Com-
munity Nursery, died Nov. 23. Surviving
are three sons, including Richard
Kapnick ’64, a daughter, eight grandchil-
dren, nine great-grandchildren and a sis-
ter.

John “Jack” Pfeiffle ’39, a resident of
Brooksville, Fla., formerly of Adrian, and
member of SAE fraternity, died May 14.
He and his wife, Carolyn Thompson
Pfeiffle ’40, who preceded him in death
in 1993, operated Maple City Floral for
35 years. Jack is survived by a daughter,
two sons, three grandchildren, six great-
grandchildren and a sister.

Paul Fillion ’42, a resident of Concord,
N.H., and retiree from the New Hamp-
shire Department of Education, died Feb.
26, 2007. Paul received his doctorate in
school administration from Vanderbilt Uni-
versity. He also served as an adjunct fac-
ulty member for the University of New

Riley and Delaney Howe

Hampshire, teaching school finance to
education administrators throughout the
state. In 1963, at the request of the U.S.
Dept. of Education, he advised the min-
ister of education of El Salvador on is-
sues relating to school statistics, finance,
and teacher preparation and credentialing.
Paul is survived by his wife, Judith, three
sons, three daughters, eight grandchil-
dren and three great-grandchildren.

Word was received of the death of Jean
Dawson Livingston ’43, in December.
She is survived by two children, includ-
ing David Livingston ’69, and a brother,
Robert Dawson ’50. Jean was preceded
in death by her brother, former AC Presi-
dent John Dawson ’38.

Emily “Jean” VanSchaick Bailey ’45,
a resident of Adrian and former LPN at
Bixby Hospital, died June 18. Jean was
retired from Dr. Feeney’s office, where she
worked for many years. She was pre-
ceded in death by her husband, Franklyn
“Bus” Bailey ’50. Survivors include three
sons, including Stephen Bailey ’72, a
daughter, 11 grandchildren, seven great-
grandchildren and one great-great-grand-
child.

Jordan Detzer ’48, a resident of San
Diego, Calif., and teacher of religion and
philosophy at Chapman College, died Jan.
24. He received his Th.D. from Iliff School
of Theology, and was a prolific writer,
authoring many books and articles. Jor-
dan is survived by his wife, Jeanne
Sutton Detzer ’50, three sons and three
grandsons.

Charles Reynolds ’50, a resident of New
Albany, Pa., died Aug. 30 at the Skilled
Nursing Unit of Memorial Hospital,
Towanda. After ordination as a minister
in the Methodist Church, Charles and his
wife served as missionaries to Sironcha,
India. They returned to the U.S. where
he served as pastor of The United Meth-
odist Church in Attleboro, Mass., and
moved to New York City when he ac-
cepted the position as executive director
of the American Board of the Ludhiana
Christian Medical College, which he held
until his retirement. In 1995, Charles was
honored by Queen Elizabeth II by ap-
pointment as OBE. He is survived by his
wife, Maud, a brother and a sister.
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Albert Schumm ’50, a resident of
Bradenton, Fla., formerly of Somerset
Center (Mich.), died Jan. 7. He re-
ceived a master’s degree in adminis-
tration from the University of Michi-
gan. Albert was a teacher in Livonia,
and then served as an elementary
principal in Birmingham and Clare,
retiring in 1979. Survivors include his
wife, Marjorie, two daughters, two
sons, eight grandchildren and three
sisters.

Charles VanWagner ’50, a resident
of Brooklyn and retired Onsted High
School teacher, died July 24. In ad-
dition to teaching at OHS, Charles
built the first football teams as well
as coached baseball, basketball and
track. Survivors include his wife, a
daughter, a son, four grandchildren
and four great-grandchildren.

Richard Lower ’51, a resident of
Westland and a teacher with the Livo-
nia Public Schools for over 20 years,
died April 7. Surviving are two daugh-
ters, seven grandchildren, two great-
grandchildren and a brother. The fam-
ily suggests donations to Adrian Col-
lege.

William Aebersold ’52, former
school principal and resident of
Waterford, died Nov. 18. Bill received
his master’s degree from the Univer-
sity of Michigan, and his doctorate
from Wayne State University. He was
a teacher at Waterford Village, Crary,

Waterford Kettering, and Wayne
State University, and later became
the school principal and served at
Waterford Center, Pierce, Donelson,
and Mott. Bill also hosted Speaking
to the Future on Comcast Cable, and
was a member of the ATO fraternity.
Surviving is his wife, Louise, two chil-
dren, a granddaughter and a brother.

Larry Gunter ’59, a resident of
Battle Creek and former high school
English and political science teacher
at Madison High School, Chester-
field, Ohio, and Adrian, died Oct. 21.
He also served as a basketball and
baseball coach and referee. Most re-
cently, he was employed as district
manager of the three-county district
office of Michigan Rehabilitation Ser-
vices in Battle Creek, retiring in 1992.
Larry is survived by his wife, Mary,
three sons, a daughter, nine grand-
children, a great-granddaughter, a
brother and two sisters.

Virginia Hiser Beaton ’60, a resi-
dent of Coaldale, Colo., and former
employee of Indian Run Appraisals,
died April 11. Survivors include her
brother-in-law and sister, Jerry ’54
and Barbara Hiser Andrews ’54.

Ralph Grimes ’60, a resident of
Ypsilanti and employed by the
Ypsilanti Public Schools for 30 years,
died Dec. 25. Survivors include his
wife, Gale, of 48 years, two daugh-
ters, one granddaughter, one sister
and two brothers.

Enterprise Rent-A-Car of Greater Michigan donated a gift to the Adrian College Renais-
sance I Campaign which will be used to kick-off fundraising for the Adrian College Aquatic
Center. Pictured l to r: Diane A. Henningfeld, Sarah Yager, Emily (Penrose) Young, Henry
R. Mensing. The following AC alums currently work for the Enterprise Corporation: Brian
D. Mason ’01, Patrick M. Howe ’92, Nicholas E. Mackool ’95, Joseph F. Saah ‘02, Eric W.
Calkins ’07, Jason A. Douglas ’00, Ebony R. Hill ‘08, Michael K. Pangborn ’99, Emily A.
Young ’94, Joel Musielewicz ’06, Rikki Boose ’07.Separately, love and business are two of life’s great-

est challenges. What happens when you weave
them together? The possibilities run the gamut from
bliss to disaster.  Becky Stewart-Gross ’81, Ph.D
and her husband Michael Gross explore these chal-
lenges every day as they are longtime “co-preneurs”–
–couples who are life and business partners.

They decided to put their efforts on paper and
now are the co-authors of “Sleeping with Your Busi-
ness Partner: A Communications Toolkit for Couples
in Business Together” (Capital, 2007).

In “Sleeping with Your Business Partner”, Becky
and Mike argue that the key to success in both is
learning how to communicate properly.  Through
discussion, interviews with real-life co-preneurs, and
interactive exercises “Sleeping with Your Business
Partner” teaches team-based couples how to com-
municate with each other to improve both their
business and their personal relationship. Each in-
formative, easy-to-read chapter includes insights,
tips, exercises, and quizzes to help couples mini-
mize misunderstandings, clarify expectations, build
healthier relationships, increase productivity, and
manage conflict more effectively. The book also ad-
dresses various personality types, stress, planning,
decision-making, negotiating strategies, role con-
fusion, time management, differing responsibili-
ties at home and work, and power struggles.

Becky is president and founder of Building
Bridges, a business which has trained thousands of
leaders and emerging leaders in companies rang-
ing from small family-owned businesses to large
multinational corporations. She recently completed
the Program on Negotiation at Harvard University
Law School and was named as a Finalist in the Best
Sales Trainer category in the 2004 American Busi-
ness Awards.  She is a professional speaker and
member of the National Speakers Association.

Becky invites her old friends and Adrian alums to
check out her book. You can also visit their website
at www.SleepingWithYourBusinessPartner.com

Becky and Mike live in Green Bay, Wisconsin.

SLEEPING
with your

Business

How one alum
weaves together
the worlds of love

and business

Partner
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two children, including Terri Lynn Reed
’80, four stepchildren and three sisters.

Michael Rupp ’70, a member of TKE,
died Jan. 20. Survivors include his wife,
Bonnie.

Word has been received of the recent
death of Richard D. Clark ’72, of
Lyndonville, N.Y. He was a former minis-
ter at Marilla United Methodist Church.

Steve Semple ’72, a resident of Ann
Arbor and employee of United Bank and
Trust Washtenaw, died Nov. 5. Known as
“Tiny” as a student on campus, he was
an active member of Pi Kappa Alpha. He
is survived by his wife, Peggy Melzow
Semple ’73, and two children. Also sur-
viving is Lisa Semple Ernst ’93, as well
as many other family members.

Caroline Nichols ’73, formerly Nancy
Krall, died Jan. 21. Survivors include a
brother.

Diana Snider Thomas ’75, a resident
of McCutchenville, Ohio, and health and
physical education teacher in the Carey
Exempted Village Schools, died Sept. 12.
She retired in 2005 after 30 years. Diana,
a member of Alpha Phi, is survived by
her husband, Edwin, a daughter, a son,
her mother, a brother, Terry Snider ’89,
and a sister.

Kara Tecco ’04, a resident of Saline and
recent employee of the River Raisin Wa-
tershed Council in Adrian, died Nov. 18.
Kara was a member of Alpha Chi National
College Honor Scholarship Society, Phi
Eta Sigma National Honor Society and
Beta Beta Beta Biological Honor Society.

FrFrFrFrFriends

Jackie Blevins, former AC Alumni Director and
honorary alumna, returned to campus in the fall

to see the many changes since she moved to
North Carolina. She and her husband Frank
have retired from their popular bed & breakfast
in Waynesville, and Jackie now operates her
own catering business.

In MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn Memoriam
Jane Holt, former biology lab coordina-
tor at Adrian College, died Aug. 12. She
is survived by two children, a brother and
two grandchildren.

Selma Larson, former AC Alumni Office
secretary and longtime senior activist,
died Sept. 9. Selma wrote the Silver
Threads column that appeared Fridays
in The Daily Telegram and was a mem-
ber of the Michigan Senior Advocates
Council, Lenawee County Coalition on
Aging and the Board of Directors of Re-
gion 2 Area Agency on Aging. After serv-
ing as a senior intern in the Michigan
State Senate in 1983, Selma organized
a senior citizen legislative meeting called
the Fifth Monday Forum, which contin-
ues to meet. She was awarded the
Amelia Earhart Award from Zonta in 1995,
the Ageless Hero Award in 1998, the
Laura Haviland Award in 2002, plus many
other human service awards over the
years. Survivors include a nephew,
Patrick Larson ’76 and a niece, Laurie
Larimer Connin ’81. Selma was pre-
ceded in death by her daughter, Carol
Larson ’74.

Ronald Pontious, former AC football
coach for ten years, died Oct. 11. A resi-
dent of Sebring, Fla., and formerly
Morenci (Mich.), Ron is survived by his
wife, Kathleen, two sons, four daughters,
20 grandchildren, 25 great-grandchildren,
two brothers and two step-children.

Esther Hutchison Roe ’60, a resident of
Midland, formerly of Adrian, died Sept. 28.
Esther taught all levels in the elementary
school and retired from Adrian Public
Schools in 1979. She received her mas-
ter of arts from Siena Heights University,
as well as additional credits. Surviving is
her husband, Furman, a daughter, two
sons, and many grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and two great-great-grand-
children.

Elmer Schoss ’61, a resident of Royal
Oak, died May 7. He is survived by his
wife, Ann.

Fred Bennett ’64, a former public de-
fender who served as lead counsel on
death penalty appeals cases in Maryland
and was regarded as one of the top ap-
pellate lawyers in the state of Maryland,
died July 1. Fred was a member of Theta
Chi fraternity, and graduated from Ameri-
can University and George Washington
University Law School, where he also re-
ceived a master’s degree in law. Survi-
vors include his wife, Susan, two daugh-
ters, a brother, two sisters and a grand-
daughter.

Nancy Holland Geiger ’64, a resident
of Tecumseh and former junior high school
teacher for Columbia Public School Dis-
trict for 35 years, died June 5. She also
owned and operated Nancy’s Herb Pan-
try in Manchester until moving her store
to Tecumseh in 1999 to complete 25
years of business in 2007. Surviving are
a son, a daughter, a brother and three
grandchildren.

Michael Manor ’66, a resident of Colo-
rado Springs, Colo., and retired superin-
tendent of L’Anse Area Board of Educa-
tion, died Sept. 18.

Donald Parker ’66, a radiologist at Bixby
Medical Center in Adrian until his retire-
ment in 2004, died Jan. 28. Don had
served as Chief of Staff in 1995. He re-
ceived an M.D. from Wayne State Univer-
sity in 1970. Don is survived by his wife of
37 years, Mary Ellen, a daughter, a son
and a sister. Memorials may be directed
to the Dr. and Mrs. Donald A. Parker
Scholarship at Adrian College.

Lowell Reed ’66, of Adrian, died Sept.
12. He had been employed at local banks
for 18 years. Survivors include his wife,

Change of Address
Mail: Carol Carson, Records Clerk
110 S. Madison St., Adrian, MI  49221
Email: ccarson@adrian.edu
Fax: 517-264-3331

Submit a Class Note
Send your news to cwilliams@adrian.edu
or Alumni  Office,  Adrian College, 110 S.
Madison Street, Adrian MI 49221. Photos
and information may be used as space
permits. Digital images must be of suffi-
cient quality. Due to internal deadlines,
there may be a delay of up to two issues
from the time items are submitted.
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Egypt - May 2009

Highlights include Cairo,Great Pyramid, the
Sphynx, the Temple of Luxor, Karnak,
Tutankhamen’s Tomb, Alexndria, the Cata-
combs, and a 4-day cruise up the
Nile to Aswanand and the Valley of the Kings.

The price for this tour includes roundtrip
airfare, all ground transportation, admis-
sion fees, guides, breakfast and dinner,
and all meals for a four-day cruise.

The tour is 13 days and costs $3,032 for
students, and $3,602 for adults 23 and over.

For applications, itineraries, or more,
please contact Dr. Bryan Bott at 517-265-
5161 x4288, or email bbott@adrian.edu.

Buy a Bench!

Join over 50 alumni & friends in sharing a bench on campus!

For more information, contact jmahony@adrian.edu

announcements

AC Alumni Connection:
An Online Community

alumni.adrian.edu

NEW in March 2008:
Yellow Pages
     Promote your business
Peer Mentoring
    Create and view mentor profiles

Other features include:
Browse the Alumni Directory for
fellow alumni
Create your own personal homepage
Post and review Class Notes and
photos
Stay updated on the latest news
Register for and view upcoming AC
events

Get Connected!!!
Communicate, socialize and network
with fellow alumni. Contact
alumni@adrian.edu or 800-264-9063 for
your username and password.

HOMECOMING 2008
October 3-5

Bulldog Reunion Classes!
1958, 1963, 1968, 1973, 1978, 1983,
1988, 1993, 1998, 2003

Want to help organize a gathering
for your class?

Contact the Alumni Office!
alumni@adrian.edu or
800-264-9063

COMMUNICATION
ARTS ALUMNI!

Plan ahead to stop by our new home in
Rush Hall @ Homecoming 2008.
 
Watch for more details in the coming
months.

Adopt-A-Highway
Volunteers Wanted!

Saturday, April 19, 2008

Join alumni, students, staff and
friends to clean up our section of US
223 in Adrian.

For more info, contact
alumni@adrian.edu or call 800-264-9063

Free T-shirts & food!

Having an Event?
Consider Adrian College Conferences!
Many spaces and catering available.

Discounts offered to alumni on select
spaces.

Call Jana VanBuren at 517-264-3156.

Visit the Conference page on the AC
website to see what is available.

alumni



Visit www.adrian.edu to view merchandise.Call 517-264-3185 to place an order.

spirit shop

Get Ready for Spring!

1. Travel Chair $25.95
Rugged folding metal framed arm chair with
heavy duty polyester panels.  Carrying case
included. Dual cup holders.

2. Party Cooler $15.95
16” nylon/ vinyl insulated water tight 8-12
bottle cooler. Bottle opener included.

3. Polycarbonate water bottle  $9.25
650ml

4. Deluxe stainless steel BBQ set  $35.95
3pc BBQ set in gift box. Fork, spatula and
tongs. Stainless steel with non-slip grips.
Laser etched in handle.

5. Pot Holder $5.50
7” x 7” pot holder

6. Koozie Can Cooler $1.75

7. Apron $21.95
100% cotton custom weave apron with
adjustable strap.

8. Mascot Stadium Blanket $26.95
59" x 76",  90% Cotton 10% Polyester
Sweatshirt Fleece
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ADRIAN COLLEGE

ADRIAN, MICHIGAN 49221

visit us at contact.adrian.edu

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

Adrian Pirates
A piece of Pittsburgh in Adrian’s baseball history

During the Great Depression of the 1930’s Adrian had to suspend athletics. By 1936-37 things were
getting better and baseball was reinstated; however the College couldn’t afford uniforms.  Sam Watters,
a 1915 alumnus of AC, happened to be the secretary/treasurer of the Pittsburgh Pirates Baseball Club.
He secured used Pirates’ uniforms for the baseball team.  So, for at least one or possibly two years, we
were the “Pirates.”

Come experience a new era for AC Baseball!
Nicolay Field Dedication Day

April 5, 2008

1937 Team
In the first row, second
from left is a young John
Dawson, who was then a
junior; he graduated in
1938.


